
 

One solitary, sunrise-centered, purple-petaled Crocus stands courageously upright at the 

garden edge of our driveway, heralding the arrival of Spring.  This Crocus appears solitary, 

but it is not alone.  I have noticed nearby the spreadings of identically-patterned  leaves, 

reaching wide as if they, too, are ready to clamber up and out of  the familiar earth below, 

into a new, amazing, and beautiful world in which its Creator has intended it to take an in-

spiring place.  Other crocuses and other flowers, I am sure, will follow.  For they, too, are 

there!  Yes, not yet visible…but they are there!  And through this dormant winter season, I 

am sure that all of them have spoken with each other.  They have eaten meals together.  They 

have been secure together.  Life has been mostly peaceful.  Oh Yes, there have been occa-

sional rumblings overhead of a passing snow-plow, or snow blower, or snow shovel, but 

nothing has deeply interrupted their world. 

However, something is changing. Something is growing.   

It is as if this particular Crocus is hearing a bidding Voice in some un-worded language 

calling: 

 

  “You were born to rise. 

  You were born to color the world with Royal beauty. 

     And when you courageously rise,  

  others in their unique and Royal beauty  

 will rise and follow.”  

 

And sure enough, other plants of God’s designed beauty at the edge of the driveway, are 

following the Crocus by sending their pioneer blooms upward. Miniature Daffodils are hud-

dling under a window ledge, emerging with their gentle yellows.  Day Lilies are sturdily ris-

ing to line up along the sanctuary ramp, ready to burst into speckled orange.  

Who will be next?  

And that makes me wonder…  

Are you and I at the garden-edge of God’s driveway this Spring Season? 

Are there Spirit-guiding promptings, visiting us in our sleep? and smilingly prodding us  

when awake, telling us that we 

were born to rise and color God’s 

world with strength and beauty?  

 

If so, let us rise with our kindred 

Crocuses, one…and all. 

 

With wonder, care, and with 

prayer,  

Bruce Brooks, Pastor 
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 The regular scheduled session meet-

ing of Schoolcraft Presbyterian Church 

was held on March 16, with all Elders 

present. Moderator, Pastor Brooks 

opened the meeting with prayer, the 

agenda was approved, and an open dis-

cussion on “How we see God working 

in our congregation” followed. Tina 

received a note from our renter with 

praise for her “snow angel”, who shov-

eled her out during the winter months. 

(Whomever you are “snow angel,” you 

are appreciated.) We discussed the pass-

ing of Ord Edwards and the fact that 

Honey shared a message in church that 

her father was near death. Knowing this, 

Pastor Bruce was afforded an opportuni-

ty to visit with Ord Monday afternoon. 

Shortly after their visit, Ord peacefully 

passed. No service is planned at this 

time. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, 

February 17 were amended to read: 

“The motion by Ron Gammill (insert: 

‘at the Congregational meeting’) to rec-

ommend re-instigating of a finance 

committee for careful monthly review of 

income and expenditures and report 

quarterly to the session and congrega-

tion our financial Status.” The minutes 

of February 17 were approved as 

amended. (Current action/discussion 

regarding a finance committee appears  

in notes following.) 

The Clerk reported that Presbytery 

meetings will be June 14 - Diamondale, 

September 17 - Cadillac, and December 

6 - Grand Rapids. Sue Brooks is the 

elected Commissioner. The Clerk rec-

ords will be examined on May 7, at First 

Presbyterian Church downtown Kala-

mazoo. 

The Deacons are planning a Mama 

Rafferloni’s Dinner. The date is May 7. 

Watch for announcements in the bulle-

tin. 

Elder Sue Brooks led the discussion 

on the finance report and questioned 

some budget figures that are didn’t seem 

to be in the report. She will confer with 

Peggy. She also revealed that she and 

Peggy are “cleaning up” the computer 

roll of the church, and, that a conversion 

of software is needed. Motion to accept 

the report was carried. Sue was given a 

“Review of taxes for Cedar House” to 

review. 

No Christian Education Report was 

offered. 

Mission - Kim announced the T-shirt 

donation must be in by March 25, for 

the Crop Walk. The Crop Walk commit-

tee is in need of a new chairman and 

treasurer. If you are interested, contact 

Kim Maxam for further information. 

There was no further information re-

garding Itagapipe Church in Brazil. 

Tina received information on pub-

lishing a new Church Directory. Elders 

decided that we should think about it. 

Sue proposed that perhaps we should 

consider doing our own. We also dis-

cussed publishing pictures in our news-

letter. Elders discussed and questioned, 

if we need parental release to print pic-

tures of our Sunday School children. 

Sue agreed to download samples of re-

lease forms and to pursue an agreeable 

response to the question. 

Coffee hour was discussed and El-

ders decided that Tina will continue to 

schedule coffee hour teams. However, if 

anyone has a particular partner they 

would like to work with, contact Jan 

McNally and she will collect and supply 

that information to Tina. Tina schedules 

those for coffee hour so it won’t  inter-

fere with those who have other sched-

uled assignments, such as communion, 

teaching Sunday School, etc. It was sug-

gested that a letter of reasonable expec-

tation be drafted for those preparing for 

coffee hour. 

Motion to re-implement the Financial 

Committee as proposed by Ron Gam-

mill carried. Motion to form the Finance 

Committee with the former members, 

with John Barnett replacing Chris Des-

mond carried. Pastor Brooks will con-

tact Ron with this information and Ron 

will be contacting  committee members. 

Barbara proposed that the Preschool 

teacher draw a map of how she would 

like the room set-up after coffee hour. 

Not everyone knows how to do that 

now. Also, discussed another roster of 

volunteers to set-up for coffee hour, put 

tables and chairs away, and set-up for 

preschool. No action taken. 

“What is the mission of this church 

regarding preschool?” is a question we 

can’t answer at this time. Previous Pre-

school contracts were reviewed and dis-

cussed as were a list of expenses shared 

and not shared. More research will be 

done before any decisions are made. 

When ready, Tina will type up the con-

tract and it will be reviewed again at a 

regularly scheduled session meeting. 

Session will review again next month. A 

contract will be signed after we revise 

and implement our desires for a new 

contract. Contract to include clause that 

would read “...could be revised at any 

time, subject to changes in enrollment.” 

Stewardship - No report. 

Motion to remove Somer Shelton 

from the active roll to the inactive roll 

carried. Pastor Brooks will send letters 

to Ashley Graham, and Craig and Steph-

anie Baughman who are still on the ac-

tive roll but, may wish to be moved to 

the inactive roll. Session will act on 

these when a response is received from 

each of them. 

Pastor Bruce reported that this may 

be the last regular year for Camp Green-

wood as we know it. If it continues, it 

will be under a different board. Re-

sources are not available to Presbytery 

to proceed. Perhaps a non-profit group 

may take it over, or perhaps the Camp 

may be sold. It has been a significant 

financial drain to Presbytery for some 

time. 

Pulpit supply for May 27 will be Re. 

Nelson Lumm. July 24 will invite Rev. 

Robert Barton, and August 7 will be 

Rev. Kirk Johnson. 

Some kind of financial report for the 

newsletter/bulletin was discussed. Ses-

sion is working on an income versus 

expenses report that clearly indicates our 

financial status for reporting to the con-

gregation.  

Elders agreed to support South Coun-

ty Community Services fund raiser with 

a $400 contribution, with 1/2 to wherev-

er needed and 1/2 to Veteran Services, 

to be taken from the Auction Mission 

monies. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM with 

prayer. Next meeting is April 20, 2016. 

SESSION NOTES MARCH 2016  



Children’s Sunday School (grades PreK-4th) 

Apr 3   Communion Sunday 

Apr 10  No Sunday School - Spring Break 

Apr 17  Saul Becomes Paul: Nikki Hulinek 

Apr 24  Paul and Silas: Kim Maxam 

 

   

Youth Sunday School (grades 5th-12th)  

Apr 3   Communion Sunday 

Apr 10  No Sunday School - Spring Break 

Apr 17 

Apr 24  

Jill Strake 

 

Our goal for Sunday School  is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congregation, 

shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of Biblical 

knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in God’s time.  

  Quest ions? Ideas? Want  to  get  involved? Email  a lysoncameron@mac.com  

 



P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

APRIL 2016  
 FRI  APR 1  

11:00am Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Marilyn Thayer, Chelsea Linders 

SAT APR 2  
 Taylor Grabowski 

SUN APR 3    COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Liturgist: Peg Crissman 
Usher/Greeter: Teresa Maxam, ??? 
Coffee Hour: Ron and Martha Gammill 
Counters: John Bambacht, Kim Maxam 
Communion: Team A: Sue Brooks (P), Barbara Barnett,  
      Dave Krum, Martha Gamill 
 
 Belinda Angell 

MON APR 4  
3:30-5:30PM Girl Scouts / Spring Break 
7:00pm Boy Scouts / Spring Break 

TUES APR 5  
6:00pm Co-op Preschool Board Meeting 

THURS APR 7  
7:00pm Choir Practice 

SUN APR 10  
Liturgist: Elizabeth Shearer 
Usher/Greeter: John and Barbara Barnett 
Counters: Theo DeBoer, Sue Brooks 
Coffee Hour: Toni and James Rafferty 
 
Deacons’ Meeting 
 
 
 Nikki Hulinek 

MON APR 11  
3:30-5:30PM Girl Scouts  
7:00pm Boy Scouts  

TUES APR 12  
 Russell Cameron 

THURS APR 14  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 Dave Peterson 

FRI  APR 15  
11:00AM Cedar Park Bible Study 

SAT APR 16  
 John Bambacht 

SUN APR 17  
Liturgist: John Bambacht 
Usher/Greeter: Linda Bosma, Mike McNally 
Counters: Kim Maxam, Jackie Skinner 
Coffee Hour: Nancy Bambacht and Candy Shearer 
 
 
 Ron Musselman, Luana Gilbert 
 
 
 

 

MON APR 18  
7:00pm Boy Scouts  
 Jennifer Banbacht 

WEDNES APR 20  
7:00pm Session Meeting 
 Justin Shaw, Kathryn Ray 

THURS APR 21  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 Ross Bell 

SAT APR 23  
8:00am Spring Clean-up Day 

SUN APR 24  
Liturgist: Teresa Maxam 
Usher/Greeter: Sandy Percich, Deb Musselman    
Counters: Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 
Coffee Hour: Janet Bresson, Peg Crissman 
 
 
Blood Pressure Screening 

MON APR 25  
3:30-5:30PM Girl Scouts  
7:00pm Boy Scouts  
 Jim Percich, Spencer Radke 

WEDNES APR 27  
 Katy Ovington 

THURS APR 28  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 Nancy Rafferty, Dona Henderson 

FRI  APR 29  
 Jackie Fox, Trent Strake 

SAT APR 30  
 Denise Krum 
 

SUNDAYS   THE REST OF THE WEEK   

 Celebrating a birthday! 



Safety on the Road 

 In 2013 alone, motor vehicle crashes claimed 35,500 lives; some of these fa-
talities involved people who drive for a living. According to Injury Facts 2015, the 
Council’s annual report on unintentional injuries, the three biggest causes of fatal-
ities on the road include:  
Alcohol (30.8%), Speeding (30%), Distracted driving (26%). 

Paving the Way to Safer Roads: 

With advancements in cell phone technology, distracted driving has been an in-
creasing and misunderstood trend. In fact, findings from a recent NSC public 
opinion poll indicate 80% of drivers across America INCORRECTLY believe that 
hands-free devices are safer than using a handheld phone. 

Distracted driving, regardless if it's hands-free or handheld, is a dangerous 
threat to roadway safety. Multi-Tasking is a BIG FAT MYTH. The brain quickly 
toggles between tasks but can't do 2 things at once. The activity in the area of 
the brain that processes moving images DECREASES by up to 1/3 when listening 
to talking on a phone. 

Educating Teen Drivers 

For teens just learning to drive, car crashes are the No. 1 cause of death - mostly 
due to inexperience. Graduated Driver Licensing systems are proven to reduce 
crashes involving teen drivers by as much as 40%, minimizing common risks such 
as passenger distraction, nighttime driving and cell phone use. 

The National Safety Council states: 

Use of cell phones while driving, whether handheld or hands- free results in 4 
Times the number of accidents than driving without cell phone use. How about it? 
Shall we take the pledge to stay off our cell phones while driving? Let's all be 
Safe!!                                                                                      (Www.nsc.com) 

April is National  
Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month 

APRIL  IS  NATIONAL  

DONATE LIFE  MONTH 

 

 Out of the pain and anguish of los-
ing  a loved one may come some com-
fort in knowing that your loved one's 
donated organs have given someone 
new life. Such is the EXAMPLE given to 
us of MICHAEL MUSSELMAN.  His do-
nated kidneys have saved 2 people. 
Michelle has received the Gift of Life 
Medal and has received 2 letters from 
a woman who was a  kidney recipient. 
She is a mother and grandmother who 
had waited a long time for it. 

WHY DONATE? 

 Because you may save up to 8 lives 
through organ donation and enhance 
many others through tissue donation. 

Last year alone, organ donors made 
more than 28,000 transplants possible.  

LEARN THE FACTS 

FACT: Anyone, regardless of age or 
medical history, can sign up to be a 
donor. 

FACT: Most major religions in the Unit-
ed States support organ donation and 
consider donation as the final act of 
love and generosity toward others. 

FACT: There is no cost to donors or 
their families for organ or tissue dona-
tion. 

THE NEED IS REAL: STATISTICS & 
FACTS 

During your visit to organdonor.gov 
someone may have been added to the 
waiting list. It happens every 10 
minutes! Each day, about 79 people 
receive organ transplants. However, 22 
people die each day waiting for trans-
plants that can't take place because of 
the shortage of donated organs. Or-
gan transplantation has become an 
accepted medical treatment  for end 
stage organ failure. The facts prove it! 
But only you can help make it happen! 

BECOMING A DONOR: By deciding to 
be a donor, you give the gift of hope. 

 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

WHO CAN DONATE:  Most People Can Donate. You Are Never Too Old. Medical 
Condition?—Don't Rule Yourself Out 

HOW TO BECOME A DONOR: The most important thing to do is to SIGN UP as 
an organ and tissue donor in your STATE's DONOR REGISTRY. To cover all bases, 
it's also helpful to: 

 Designate your decision on your driver's license Tell your family about your 
donation decision Tell your physician, faith leader, and friends Include donation in 
your advance directives, will, and living will. 

120 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE U.S. HAVE SIGNED UP TO BE AN ORGAN DONOR. 

Sign up today and make it 120,000,001! 

(Www.organdonor.gov) 

http://Www.nsc.com
http://Www.organdonor.gov


Schoolcraft Elementary School is collaborating with 

Communities in Schools from Kalamazoo to help wrap 

around our students in all needs that they have to pave 

the way for school success.  If you have an hour a 

week to volunteer to mentor/tutor a student, we would 

love to have you.  We will be offering a free training 

at two levels.  One for the K 1st and 2nd grade, and 

another for 3rd 4th and 5th grades.   

If you are interested, please call Laurie Feller at 488-

7250.  Thank you in advance for your support for our 

students. 

MAMA  
RAFFERLONI’S  

 
COMING SOON!  

DATE SET FOR  
MAY 7TH 

 WATCH FOR DETAILS  

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PARISH NURSES ’  
APRIL BLOOD PRESSURE 
SCREENING 
SUNDAY 
APRIL 24TH 

SOUTH COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES  
IS  SPONSORING THEIR ANNUAL  

FUNDRAIS ING DANCE! !  

Our Church Family can support them  and the work they do 

by joining the fun and festivities on April 23rd… 

For More Info…or Advanced Ticket Sales and Reserved 

Seating… Contact:  

John Barnett  (269) 679-5877, Jackie Skinner (269) 679-5764 

SPRING CLEAN-UP AND GARDEN PREP 
APRIL 23RD 

 Please mark your calendar and then come and help 

get our buildings and grounds ready for summer. Many 

hands lighten the load. Coffee and rolls at 8:00 A.M. 

Fun begins at 8:30 A.M. John Bambacht has a list of 

some of the projects. You can talk to him ahead of time 

about what tools you are able to bring. Thank you for 

your willingness to take time out of your busy lives to 

help keep our property beautiful.                               

Rain date: April 30th 

From John Bambacht - Building and Grounds Elder - 

269-679-4066 

 

SCHOOLCRAFT COMMUNITY CO-OP PRESCHOOL 
 

WHERE YOUNG MINDS GROW 
 

NOW ENROLLING 

3-year-old Class  

Tuesdays/Thursdays 9:00 am – 11:30 pm 

4-year-old Class  

Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 

8:00 am – 11:30 am 

Kindergarten Readiness Class  

Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 8:00 am – 2:45 pm 


