
IN THIS  ISSUE:  

 

1 Pastor ’s  Message  

2 Sess ion Notes  

3 Calendar  Inser t  

4 Guess Who 

  Chr ist ian Educa t ion  

5-6 

  Par ish  Nurse  

7    Announcements  

F IRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

SCHOOLCRAFT,  
MICHIGAN 

224 East  Cass  Street  
PO Box 635 

Sc hoolcraf t ,  MI 49087 

(269) 679-4062 

office@fpcos.org 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H ,  S C H O O L C R A F T ,  M I  

Vol .  21   I ssue 6  JUNE 2017    www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com 

The Prairie Pres 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE        “Father’s Day”  

 Papa nou …   Creole 

 Noso Pai …   Galego 

 Ojcze nasz …  polonaise 

 Onse Vader …  Afrikaans 

 Pare nostre …  Catalan 

 

There are languages of people for 

whom this typist is unable to reproduce 

their readable symbols, such as: Japonais, 

Moscovite, Bulgave, Hebreu, Coreen, 

Armenien, Gaelique, Grec, Arabe, and 

Tamoul. 

 

The month of June holds Father’s Day. 

The month of June also celebrates Pente-

cost, when visitors to Jerusalem in the 

time of Peter and John and the first disci-

ples proclaimed how it was possible that 

people from every known nation:  

 “in our own languages  

 we hear them speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.” (Acts 2:11) 

 

So this month of June, when we honor 

our father’s and whenever we say the 

words of our Lord’s Prayer, may we be 

mindful that there are good folks who are 

daily praying in a language we may not 

understand, but OUR FATHER IN 

HEAVEN understands …completely. 

 

PA S TOR  
Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Brooks 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT 
Tina Nap 

 
ORGA NIS T/

PIA NIS T  
Cherie Ericks 

 
CHOIR DIRECTOR  

Harriett Swartz 
 

CHRIS TIA N  
EDUCATION  
Alyson Cameron 

 
PA RIS H NURS ES  

Sherrie Anderson,  
Nikki Hulinek 

 
TREAS URER  
Peg Crissman 

 
WEB DES IGNER 
Mic hel le Romstadt  

 
CUS TODIA N  
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It was a Holy-Land-Trip in 1999 with 

my fathers; two men whom I call Dad 

Brooks and Dad Boehm.  We were out-

side the sometimes dividing walls of Je-

rusalem, about to enter an ancient church 

whose walls were incredibly WHOLE-

some. This church located on the Mount 

of Olives, called “The Church of the Pa-

ter Noster”, so named because on its 

walls in ceramic panels are the words of 

THE LORD’S PRAYER written in 140 

languages of the world.  I paused before 

many of these panels of prayer and could-

n’t leave until I had at least looked at and 

tried to hold onto the first two words: 

 Our Father …  Anglais 

 Oce nas …   Croate 

 Notre Pere …   Francais 

 Tatal nostrum …  Roumain 

 Ein Tad…   Welsh 

 Pay nosso …   Portugais 

 Hon Tad …   Breton 

 Otce nas …   Slovak     

 Padre nuestro …  Espagnol 

 Onze Vader …  Neelandois 

 Mi Atyenk …  Hongrois 

 Pater noster …  Latin 

 Vater unser …  Allemand 

 Aita gurea …   Basque 

 Padre nostro …  Italien 



M AY SE SS I ON N OT E S 

The May Session meeting was held on 

May 17, 2017, and opened with prayer 

by Rev. Brooks at 7:05 PM.  A quorum 

was present. 

 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see 

God working in our congregation?” 

 

Replies were: 

 Our successful garage sale.  It was 

heartening to have so many who so 

readily and willingly helped when 

needed for the set-up, sale, and take-

down. 

 Our well-kept church lawn that is so 

faithfully tended to by Wayne York. 

 Our preschool with its commendable 

teaching and guiding by Darcy 

Bolles with her special energy and 

drive.  It is good that the preschool is 

getting back its connection with the 

church.  For example, the sanctuary 

was used for the preschool gradua-

tions with many in attendance. 

 The gift from a member of a state-of-

the-art microphone system with five 

settings.  Many have reported how 

much better the sound is throughout 

the entire sanctuary.  We are very 

grateful for the good sound. 

 

It was reported that Presbytery man-

dates a yearly joint meeting of Deacons 

and Session. 

 

We are over-budget this month on the 

utilities.  It was suggested that we per-

haps go on a yearly budget plan for utili-

ties so our bill doesn’t fluctuate so much.  

Last month we spent more than we took 

in, but this month we took in more than 

we spent.  The garage sale profit will 

hopefully help bring us back into bal-

ance.  The Frontier bill is finally getting 

sorted out, and hopefully over a few 

months should be self-correcting.   

 

Teacher Appreciation Day is Sunday, 

June, 2017. 

 

It was reported that there is a Presbyter-

ian Women Disaster Assistance Training 

workshop to train women how to respond 

to a local disaster.  The workshop will be 

held in Battle Creek on Friday, June 23, 8 

AM – 5 PM, with application deadline 

June 9.  All expenses will be paid.  The 

online registration can be found at 

bit.ly/2pwprepare 

 

On Communion Sunday, May 7, 2017, 

Holy Communion was served to 39 peo-

ple.   

 

There is an issue with the ventilation 

system in the attic at Westminster that is 

being investigated.   There is heat-loss in 

the winter and heat-containment in the 

summer.  There also is an on-going need 

to repair the second boiler in Westmin-

ster.  It was mentioned that there is a feel-

ing of restraint from fixing or replacing 

some needed things because of the lack of 

money in the Building Repair Fund.  It 

was discussed that perhaps some money 

from little-used or no-longer-used funds 

could be transferred. 

 

It was reported that two more pledges 

were received. Thirty-five families have 

pledged so far this year, for a total of 

$65,520.  Last year’s total was $76,269.  

There was a lengthy discussion about per-

capita.  There are two ways to pledge per-

capita:  separately or as a part of one’s 

regular pledge.  If a family pledges the 

per-capita as part of their pledge, there 

arises a problem with church budgeting 

since the per-capita money cannot be 

spent for the local church (it goes to the 

Presbytery for administrative expenses), 

yet shows as income for our church.   

 

There is going to be a new stand put at 

the back of the sanctuary to hold some of 

hand-outs and other many materials. 

 

The Deacons will update the Birthday 

List used for the names presented in the 

bulletins each Sunday and in the Prairie 

Pres will be reviewed and updated by the 

Deacons. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 with 

prayer.  The next regular meeting will be 

June 21, 2017 at 7:00 PM at Westminster 

Hall. 

 

 

 



 Celebrating a birthday! 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THURS JUNE 1  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

FRI  JUNE 2  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

 
 

SUN JUNE 4        PENTECOST  

                         TEACHER APPRECIATION 

                         SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
  

 

                       

 

 

                        

 
Par ish Nurse ' s  B lood Pressure Screen ing  
 Peggy Radke 

MON JUNE 5  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 

TUES JUNE 6  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES JUNE 7  
3-5pm           Girl Scouts 

THURS JUNE 8  
7:00pm          Choir Rehearsal 
 

SUN JUNE 11    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Deacon ’s  Meet ing  

MON JUNE 12  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 

TUES JUNE 13  
                     Presbytery 
                     Buchanan, MI 

WEDNES JUNE 14  
7:00pm           Session Meeting 
 Adam Michielsen, Martha Gammill, Roger Ericks 

THURS JUNE 15  
 Sarah Erdos 

FRI  JUNE 16  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

SUN JUNE 18         FATHER’S  DAY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dick Grau, Keegan Batt 

MON JUNE 19  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 

WEDNES JUNE 21  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 

THURS JUNE 22  
 Jackie Skinner 
 

SUN JUNE 25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Brian Maxam 

MON JUNE 26  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 

TUES JUNE 27  
 Max Desmond 

WEDNES JUNE 28  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 
 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th :  
Communion: 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
 

Sherrie Anderson 
Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Toni Rafferty 
Barbara Barnett, John Bambacht 
 
Teacher Appreciation 
Team B: Deb Musselman (P) 

Roger Ericks 
Deb Musselman, Kim Maxam 
Jackie Skinner 
Roger Ericks, Ron Gammill 
Sue Chapman, Deb Musselman 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
 

Martha Gammill 
Toni and James Rafferty 
Marion Hobaugh 
Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 
Jan McNally, Dave Krum 

Nancy Rafferty 
Sandy Percich, Teresa Maxam 
Dave Krum, Jan McNally 
Theo DeBoer, Ron Gammill 
Linda Bosma, Jackie Skinner 



  Quest ions about  our chi ldr en’s  Sunday School?  Ideas? Want  to get  involved?  
Emai l  alysoncameron@mac.com 

SU M M ER BRE AK  

ADUL TS  

Our goal for Sunday School is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congregation, 
shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of Biblical 

knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in God’s time. 

CED AR  PAR K B IBL E  

ST UDY  

Leader:  

Barbara Barnett 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in  the Cedar Park commu-

nity room at 474 N. Cedar Street in 

Schoolcraft. 

Materials provided.  Our topic of  

study for the coming weeks is 

Christ in the Old Testament: 

Types and Illustrations of Jesus -  

12 Old Testament People who  

Foreshadowed Christ. 

The Bible study is open - folks in our 

congregation are welcome to attend! 

GUESS WHO ?  



1 0  WA R NI NG S IG N S OF  A L ZH EI M E R ' S  
Memory loss that disrupts daily life may be a symptom of Alzheimer's or another de-

mentia. Alzheimer's is a brain disease that causes a slow decline in memory, thinking 

and reasoning skills. There are 10 warning signs and symptoms. Every individual may 

experience one or more of these signs in different degrees. If you notice any of them, 

please see a doctor. 

1. MEMORY LOSS THAT DISRUPTS DAILY LIFE 

One of the most common signs of Alzheimer's is memory loss, especially forgetting 

recently learned information. Others include forgetting important dates or events; asking 

for the same information over and over, Increasingly needing to rely on memory aids 

(e.g. reminder notes or electronic devices) or family members for things they used to 

handle on their own.) 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Sometimes forgetting names or appointments, but remembering them later. 

2. CHALLENGES IN PLANNING OR SOLVING PROBLEMS 

Some people may experience changes in their ability to develop and follow a plan or 

work with numbers. They may have trouble following a familiar recipe or keeping track 

of monthly bills. They may have difficulty concentrating and take much longer to do 

things than they did before. 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Making occasional errors when balancing a checkbook. 

3. DIFFICULTY COMPLETING FAMILIAR TASKS AT HOME,  

AT WORK,  OR AT LEISURE 

People with Alzheimer's often find it hard to complete daily tasks. Sometimes, people 

may have trouble driving to a familiar location, managing a budget at work or remem-

bering the rules of a favorite game. 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Occasionally needing help to use the settings on a microwave or to record a television 

show. 

4. CONFUSION WITH TIME OR PLACE 

People with Alzheimer's can lose track of dates, seasons and the passage of time. They 

may have trouble understanding something if it is not happening immediately. Some-

times they may forget where they are or how they got there. 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Getting confused about the day of the week but figuring it out later. 

5. TROUBLE UNDERSTANDING VISUAL IMAGES AND  

SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS 

For some people, having vision problems is a sign of Alzheimer's. They may have 

difficulty reading, judging distance and determining color or contrast, which may cause 

problems with driving. 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Vision changes related to cataracts. 

JUNE IS  ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH  

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

6. NEW PROBLEMS WITH  

WORDS IN SPEAKING OR  

WRITING 

People with Alzheimer's may have trou-

ble following or joining a conversation. 

They may stop in the middle of a conver-

sation and have no idea how to continue or 

they may repeat themselves. They may 

struggle with vocabulary, have problems 

finding the right word or call things by the 

wrong name (e.g., calling a "watch" a 

"hand-clock"). 

A Typical Age-Related Change: 

Sometimes having trouble finding the 

right word. 

7. MISPLACING THINGS AND 

LOSING THE ABILITY TO  

RETRACE STEPS 

A person with Alzheimer's disease may 

put things in unusual places. They may 

lose things and be unable to go back over 

their steps to find them again. Sometimes, 

they may accuse others of stealing. This 

may occur more frequently over time. 

A Typical Age-Related Change: 

Misplacing things from time to time and 

retracing steps to find them. 

8. DECREASED OR  

POOR JUDGMENT 

People with Alzheimer's may experience 

changes in judgment or decision-making. 

For example, they may use poor judgment 

when dealing with money, giving large 

amounts to telemarketers. They may pay 

less attention to grooming or keeping 

themselves clean. 

A Typical Age-Related Change: 

Making a bad decision once in a while. 

 

 

 

(continued on following page) 

If you notice any of the 10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer's in yourself or someone you know, don't ignore them.  

Schedule an appointment with your doctor. 

WITH EARLY DETECTION, YOU CAN: Get the maximum benefit from available treatments, have more time to plan for the future,  

participate in building the right care team and social support network, locate care and support services for you and your loved ones 

Learn more: 

TREATMENTS / FIND A CLINICAL STUDY 

(http://www.alz.org)  



JUNE IS  ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH  
(cont inued) 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

9. WITHDRAWAL FROM WORK 

OR  

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

A person with Alzheimer's may start to 

remove themselves from hobbies, social 

activities, work projects or sports. They 

may have trouble keeping up with a favor-

ite sports team or remembering how to 

complete a favorite hobby. They may also 

avoid being social because of the changes 

they have experienced. 

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Sometimes feeling weary of work, family 

and social obligations. 

10. CHANGES IN MOOD  

AND PERSONALITY 

The mood and personalities of people 

with Alzheimer's can change. They can 

become confused, suspicious, depressed, 

fearful or anxious. They may be easily up-

set at home, at work, with friends or in 

places where they are out of their comfort 

zone.  

A Typical Age-Related Change 

Developing very specific ways of doing 

things and becoming irritable when a rou-

tine is disrupted. 

10 WAYS TO LOVE YOUR BRAIN  

Growing evidence indicates that people can reduce their risk of cognitive decline by 

adopting key lifestyle habits. When possible, combine these habits to achieve maximum 

benefit for the brain and body. Start now. It’s never too late or too early to incorporate 

healthy habits. 

 Break a sweat.  Engage in regular cardiovascular exercise that elevates your heart rate 

and increases blood flow to the brain and body. Several studies have found an associ-

ation between physical activity and reduced risk of cognitive decline. 

 

 Hit the books.  Formal education in any stage of life will help reduce your risk of 

cognitive decline and dementia. For example, take a class at a local college, commu-

nity center or online. 

 

 Butt out.  Evidence shows that smoking increases risk of cognitive decline. Quitting 

smoking can reduce that risk to levels comparable to those who have not smoked. 

 

 Follow your heart.  Evidence shows that risk factors for cardiovascular disease and 

stroke — obesity, high blood pressure and diabetes — negatively impact your cogni-

tive health. Take care of your heart, and your brain just might follow. 

 

 Heads up!  Brain injury can raise your risk of cognitive decline and dementia. Wear a 

seat belt, use a helmet when playing contact sports or riding a bike, and take steps to 

prevent falls. 

 Fuel up right.  Eat a healthy and balanced diet that is lower in fat and higher in vegetables and fruit to help reduce the risk of cogni-

tive decline. Although research on diet and cognitive function is limited, certain diets, including Mediterranean and Mediterranean-

DASH (Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension), may contribute to risk reduction. 

 

 Catch some Zzz's.  Not getting enough sleep due to conditions like insomnia or sleep apnea may result in problems with memory 

and thinking. 

 

 Take care of your mental health.   Some studies link a history of depression with increased risk of cognitive decline, so seek medi-

cal treatment if you have symptoms of depression, anxiety or other mental health concerns. Also, try to manage stress. 

 

 Buddy up.  Staying socially engaged may support brain health. Pursue social activities that are meaningful to you. Find ways to be 

part of your local community — if you love animals, consider volunteering at a local shelter. If you enjoy singing, join a local choir 

or help at an afterschool program. Or, just share activities with friends and family.  

 

 Stump yourself.  Challenge and activate your mind. Build a piece of furniture. Complete a jigsaw puzzle. Do something artistic. 

Play games, such as bridge, that make you think strategically. Challenging your mind may have short and long-term benefits for 

your brain.  



We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 

Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 

Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 

without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY 

FITNESS 

Attention "Holy Hoopers" -- anyone in-

terested in gathering weekly to exercise 

using a hula hoop, we will be starting on 

Wednesday, June 21 at 6:30 pm and 

then weekly on Wednesdays in the 

parking area of Westminster Hall. Amy 

Desmond has again agreed to lead us 

in our hula hooping for fitness. Please 

join us even if you aren't sure of your 

skill.  

PARISH NURSES’  

BLOOD PRESSURE  

SCREENING TEACHER  

APPRECIATION  

SUNDAY 

JUNE 4 

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

MAY’S GUESS WHO  

WAS 

MIKE AND DENNIS  MCNALLY  

S U N D A Y   

J U N E  4  


