
Hey!   

Have you got it marked  

on your calendar?  

VILLAGE GARAGE SALE 

 Friday and Saturday,  

May 13-14 (9-4 and 9-3)  

 

Who doesn’t have a chuckle of laughter 

at someone’s sudden uplifted victory 

gasp at some unanticipated “LOOK 

WHAT I JUST FOUND” item at a gar-

age sale!  Garage sales are exhilarating! 

People are talking with friends, laughing 

with strangers, shaking heads at curiosi-

ties indescribable. Many truck off with 

boxes. Most carry away a lightened spirit 

and brightened outlook on their day. 

 

And those with finds aren’t the only 

ones with happy expressions.  Look 

around for those who are delighted to no 

longer be filling space in their home or 

shelves with those unused and no longer 

desired possessions.  They are happy, 

too!    

Finders are winners!  Losers are win-

ners!  It’s meant to be! 

 

One of the fun verses in the Bible for 

Garage Sale Days is Ecclesiastes 3:6. 

It follows a preface in verse one, which 

when put together runs like this: 

 “For everything there is a season, and 

a time for every matter under  Heaven, a 

time to seek, and a time to lose;  a time 

to keep, and a time to throw away.” 

 

This above verse and the occasion of 
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PA ST OR ’S  M E SSA G E                            

“ a t i me to  kee p,  a n d a  t i me to  th ro w a w a y”  

our Spring Garage Sale put me in mind 

of a life-philosophy of a martyr-

missionary in Ecuador by the name of 

Jim Elliot. Prior to his death at the 

hands of a remote Amazon tribe with 

whom he sought to share God’s love, 

he wrote in his journal these words, 

 “He is no fool who gives what he 

cannot keep, 

  to gain that which he cannot lose.” 

Think about it, again,  

  “He, or she, is no fool who 

gives what he, or she, cannot keep, 

   to gain that which he, or she, 

cannot lose.” 

 

So, what are the garage sale items 

that we cannot keep into eternity? 

 Can we part with them, with a 

smile? 

And what are the garage sale friend-

ships that eternity can never take 

away? 

 Can we do that, also, with care, 

prayer, and a shared smile?  

          

                          Bruce Brooks, Pastor 

 

 

 

 



A regularly scheduled session meeting 

was called to order on April 20, 2016, at 

7:03 PM, by Moderator Pastor Bruce A. 

Brooks in Westminster Hall.  Elders pre-

sent were:  Sue Brooks, Barbara Barnett, 

Theo deBoer, John Bambacht, Jackie Skin-

ner.  Kim Maxam was excused.  The 

meeting opened with prayer by the Mod-

erator, a quorum declared present and 

the agenda was approved. An open dis-

cussion followed on, “How We See God 

Working In Our World.”  Replies were:  1) 

Lovely children’s presentations that Pas-

tor Bruce provides; 2) What the congrega-

tion has been doing for Maria is remarka-

ble!  The shower, transportation, dona-

tions of household items, etc. and also 

Maria’s enthusiasm about working in our 

church; 3)  How generous the congrega-

tion has been with giving to Crop Walk.    

The minutes of March 16, were approved 

as presented. 

The Deacons are working on Ma Ma 

Rafferloni’s Italian dinner scheduled for 

May 7th at Dick and Nancy Rafferty’s 

home at 220 East Eliza Street.  Dinner will 

be served at 4:45 PM and at 6:30 PM.  

Tickets are $7.00 each or $18.00 per fami-

ly.  Also, Mother’s Day cards are available 

from Linda Bosma for a donation of your 

choice. 

Treasurer’s Report— Sue Brooks pointed 

out we basically brought in more than we 

spent.  The wages for the Administrative 

Assistant were over budget but, it was 

because of the raise she received.  Also 

the telephone expense seemed to be 

high.  Sue will investigate.  She also ex-

plained the Balance Sheet is for the year, 

the activity Sheet is for the month.  Elders 

felt it necessary to remind the congrega-

tion to contribute  per-capita.  Pastor 

Bruce will talk to Tina regarding sub-

mitting a note for the newsletter urging 

everyone to pay per-capita.   The Treasur-

er’s Report was received. 

Pastor Bruce had copies of a brief finan-

cial report for Elders to review and dis-

cuss.  It was moved and seconded to pub-

lish a brief financial report in the bulletin 

monthly. 

Christian Education—Barbara Barnett—

Everything is running smoothly. 

Mission—Kim Maxam—In Kim’s absence, 

Pastor Bruce reminded everyone that the 

“Crop Walk” is April 24th with registration 

at 1:00 PM and stepping off at 2:00 PM 

from the United Methodist church in 

Vicksburg.  Elders approved May 15th for 

Pentecost Sunday.  Jackie will provide the 

information to the congregation. 

Worship Committee—Barbara Barnett—

Holy Communion was served to 38 people 

on April 3rd.  Discussion followed regard-

ing how to accurately count the number 

of people who took Communion.  It is 

important because we are required to 

report the number in our congregation 

who received Communion each month. 

Building & Grounds—Theo deBoer and 

John Bambacht—A property value insur-

ance form known as a “Statement of Val-

ues” was received, however, the property 

values stated were questioned.   Theo 

deBoer will revisit the property values for 

the church, manse, Cedar House and 

Westminster.  Upon completion of his 

investigation, Theo will report back to 

session. 

Much discussion followed on Pre-School.  

Due to the time involved, and lack of in-

formation, a special session meeting will 

be held on May 4th, to discuss options for 

decisions regarding Pre-School.   

Apparently, no record has been located as 

to where the septic tanks are for the 

church and Westminster Hall.  Both 

should be pumped.  Location of septic 

tank for the manse is known.  

“Thompson Home Improvement” has 

repaired the manse roof at a cost of 

$450.00.  Theo will obtain a detailed ac-

counting of what they did. 

The Village Garage sales will be May 13 

and 14.  We will set up the 10th, 11th, and 

12th for the church sale.  Our garage sale 

will be open from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM on 

Friday and 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Satur-

day.  Village clean-up is May 21st. 

John Bambacht will check the air-

conditioner at the manse.  He has re-

paired the side door at Westminster Hall 

and installed the weather stripping on the 

manse garage. 

A visit with our new COM Presbytery liai-

son, Patty Bender from Three Rivers , will 

take place on August 17th.  Pastor Robert 

Barton has confirmed that he will be the 

Pastor supply on July 24th. 

Pastor Bruce reported the Financial Team 

under the leadership of Ron Gammill is in 

process. 

Sue and Bruce will attend Presbytery in 

Diamondale June 14th. 

Permission Agreement forms were pre-

sented and discussed.  Elders have chosen 

one that is rather simple but, will give 

parental permission when signed to print 

pictures of Sunday School Children for the 

newsletter or perhaps another directory.  

Peggy will be asked to let Tina know when 

Memorials are received.  She will receive 

the information from the counters sheets.  

Tina will then send a “thank you” to the 

donor and to the family.  Perhaps this will 

refine the process of reporting Memorial 

donations. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 PM 

with prayer.  The next regular meeting 

will be May 18th at Westminster Hall. 

   `        

           

           

           

SESSION NOTES APRIL 2016  



P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

      MAY 2016  
SUN MAY 1  
Liturgist: Lorraine Barton 
Usher/Greeter: Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Coffee Hour: Skip and Jackie Fox 
Counters: Kim Maxam and Barbara Barnett 
Communion Team B: Sherrie Anderson (P), Linda Bosma, 
         Kim Maxam, Jackie Skinner 
 

 

MON MAY 2  
8:00am Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 Andrew Parker 

TUES MAY 3  
6:00pm Co-op Preschool Board Meeting 

WEDNES MAY 4  
6:30pm Session Meeting  

THURS MAY 5  
7:00pm Choir Practice 

FRI  MAY 6  
11:00am  Cedar Park Bible Study  

SAT MAY 7  
4:45pm AND 6:30pm Mama Rafferloni’s Dinner 

SUN MAY 8    MOTHER’S  DAY  
Liturgist: Roger Ericks 
Usher/Greeter: Jan McNally, David Krum 
Coffee Hour: Linda Bosma, Mike McnNally 
Counters: Theo DeBoer, John Bambacht 
 

 
Deacon’s Meeting 

 
 
Miriam Duggins - Guest Organist 

MON MAY 9  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:30-5:30pm Girl Scouts 
7:00pm      Boy Scouts 

TUES MAY 10  
 Betty Burch 

WEDNES MAY 11  
 Dean Krum 

THURS MAY 12  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 Deb Musselman, Nolan Strake,  
      Shala Strake, Matt Musselman,  
      Marion Hobaugh 

SUN MAY 15    PENTECOST 
Liturgist: James Rafferty 
Usher/Greeter: Teresa Maxam, TBD 
Coffee Hour: Nancy Bambacht, Candy Shearer 
Counters: John Bambacht, Jackie Skinner 
 
 

 

MON MAY 16  
8:00am Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

WEDNES MAY 18  
7:00pm Session Meeting 
 Hazel Jordyn McNally 

THURS MAY 19  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 Anna Jane Smith 

FRI  MAY 20  
11:00am  Cedar Park Bible Study  
 Bob Crissman, Clare Gildea, Mike Linders 

SUN MAY 22  
Liturgist: Martha Gammill 
Usher/Greeter: Tim and Nikki Hulinek 
Coffee Hour: Jim and Rita Parker 
Counters: Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 
 
Reverend Nelson Lumm - Guest Minister 
 
Parish Nurses’ Blood Pressure Screening 

MON MAY 23  
8:00am Men’s Breakfast 
3:30-5:30pm Girl Scouts 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

THURS MAY 26  
7:00pm Choir Practice 

FRI  MAY 27  
 Max Desmond 

SAT MAY 28  
 Theo DeBoer, Andrew Rafferty, Janet Bresson 

SUN MAY 29   TEACHER APPRECIATION SUNDAY 
Liturgist: Peg Crissman 
Usher/Greeter: Skip and Jackie Fox 
Coffee Hour: John and Barbara Barnett 
Counters: Theo DeBoer, Jackie Skinner 
 
 Chuck Miller 

MON MAY 30  
8:00am Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 Elizabeth Shearer 

THURS MAY 31  
7:00pm Choir Practice 
 

SUNDAYS   THE REST OF THE WEEK   

 Celebrating a birthday! 

FRI  MAY 13  
9:00am - 4:00pm  
Village Wide Garage Sale 
 Lorraine Barton 

SAT MAY 14  
9:00am - 3:00pm  
Village Wide Garage Sale 



Children’s Sunday School (grades PreK-4th) 

May 1  Communion 

May 8  Peter Raises Tabitha Toni Rafferty 

May 15 Lydia      Nikki Hulinek 

May 22 Paul is Ship Wrecked Kim Maxam 

May 29 Teacher Appreciation Sunday 

Youth Sunday School (grades 5th-12th) Jill Strake 

May 1  Communion 

May 8 

May 15 

May 22 

May 29 Teacher Appreciation Sunday 

Our goal for Sunday School  is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congregation, 

shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of Biblical 

knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in God’s time.  

  Quest ions? Ideas? Want  to  get  involved? Email  a lysoncameron@mac.com  

 
NEW FRIENDS 

 
HOUSE-WARMING SHOWER 

FOR MARIA 



LIFE WITH DEPRESSION 
Depressive disorders are real illnesses that involve extended periods of feeling 
extremely low and disrupt a person's ability to enjoy life. They affect:  
 The Body- Causing headaches, changes in appetite which cause weight gain 
or loss, constantly feeling tired, body aches and pains, weakened immune system, 
sleeping too much or not enough. 
 Thoughts-  Causing people to feel inadequate, extremely sad, irritable, lone-
ly, empty, pessimistic, preoccupied with death or suicide, unable to focus, unmoti-
vated. 
 Behaviors-  Causing withdrawal from social activities, decreased interest in 
sex, slowed speech, difficulty finishing (or even starting) tasks, not keeping up 
with daily responsibilities. 
     Screening Can Help Catch Mental Health Problems Early If you think you may 
be showing signs of a depressive disorder, take a screen at mhascreening.org.  A 
screening is not a diagnosis, but it can be a helpful tool for starting a conversa-
tion with your doctor or loved one about your mental health. 
 

Having a Depressive Disorder Is NOT: 
-Being sad about a bad situation   -A pity party 
-Grieving the loss of a loved one   -Being stuck in a rut 
-All in a person's head       -Laziness 
-Overreacting or being overly emotional -A choice 
-Something that everybody experiences -A sign of weakness 
-Something that a person just "gets over" -A character flaw 
 

People with depression say it feels like: 
"A dark empty room with no escape" 
"All you want is to go home and curl up and fall asleep forever" 
"You are numb to the world" 
"Heavy and tired, like you are moving through quicksand" 
"Really terribly lonely all of the time" 
 

TIPS FOR TACKLING DEPRESSION 
     Figure out what lifts your spirits and make a list you can refer to when you 
start to feel down. Some things you might include: looking at pictures of good 
times, movies that make you laugh, funny websites, playing with a pet, hiking, 
puzzles, phone numbers of people you like talking to, places you like to go. 
     Get moving to get your body's feel- good chemicals flowing. Take a brisk 
walk, go up and down stairs, do jumping jacks, etc.  Aim for 30 minutes daily - 
you can break it up into  three 10 minute sessions. 
     Make an appointment with a therapist. It might take awhile to get an ap-
pointment but then it will be easier to set up future appointments. This first step 
can help you feel you've made progress, give you a sense of control over your 
condition, and hope for the future. 
     Call someone you trust and ask them to talk to you or even just sit with you. 
Having a non-judging person present can help you open up or feel less alone. If 
you can't get in touch with a friend or family member, go to  www.warmline.org  
to find someone to talk to in your state. 
     Remind yourself that everything is not the worst by keeping a journal-  write 
down 3 things you are grateful for, 3 things you achieved, or 3 good things that 
happened each day.                             www.mentalhealthamerica.net/go/may 

May is Mental Health Month 
MAY IS  NATIONAL ASTHMA AND 
ALLERGY AWARENESS MONTH  
 

     May is a peak season for asthma and 
allergy sufferers. There is no cure for asthma 
and allergies but deaths are preventable 
with proper treatment and care.  

Allergy treatment 
     Good allergy treatment is based on your 
medical history, the results of your allergy 
tests and how severe your symptoms are. 
Allergy treatment includes avoiding aller-
gens, medicine options and immunotherapy. 
     The best way to prevent allergy symp-
toms is to avoid your allergens as much as 
possible. This includes removing the source of 
allergens from your home and other places 
you spend time. You can also reduce your 
symptoms to airborne allergies by washing 
out your nose daily. You can do this by using 
a nasal saline rinse using a squeeze bottle or 
a Neti pot. 

Medicines for Allergies 
-Nasal corticosteroids- nose sprays reduce 
swelling 
-Antihistamines- block histamine which trig-
gers allergic swelling, pills, liquids, nose 
sprays -Mast cell stabilizers- prevent hista-
mine release, eye drops or nose sprays 
-Decongestants- reduce stuffiness by shrink-
ing swollen membranes.  Be careful as using 
more than 3 days may cause worsening 
symptoms even after stopping use. 
-Corticosteroid creams or ointments- relieve 
itchiness, stop the spread of rashes. 
-Oral corticosteroids- reduce swelling and 
stop severe allergic reactions, may cause 
serious side effects. Expect your doctor to 
monitor you carefully while taking. 
-Epinephrine- comes in pre-measured and 
self-injectable device. It is the most important 
medicine to give during a life-threatening 
anaphylaxis (severe allergic reaction). To 
work, you must get an epinephrine injection 
within minutes of the first sign of serious aller-
gic reaction.  
 
     Some over the counter cold medicines 
are a blend of different medicines. Some 
may include aspirin or other NSAID. Aspirin 
can cause asthma attacks in some people. If 
you have asthma, talk to your doctor before 
taking over the counter allergy or cold medi-
cines. 
(Www.aafa.org) 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

http://Www.aafa.org


2016 PER CAPITA  

Dear Church Family, 
    Some of you have recently asked 
for the amount of the 2016 Per Capita, 
which is an annual amount our church 
contributes for the administrative minis-
try of our Lake Michigan Presbytery, 
our Synod of the Covenant, and our 
General Assembly the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A). The Per Capita, or per 
church member on the Active Member 
Roll, is $25.37.  There are two ways 
many members have used in making 
their contribution.  One way is to write 
a check to: Schoolcraft First Presbyteri-
an Church, with a note on the Memo 
line for its purpose - "Per Capita".  A 
second way is to have that amount tak-
en from the total amount regularly giv-
en to the church through the 2016 
year.  Some church members made 
note of this on their pledge return 
form.   
    This note is a request and a remind-
er, both.  If you have not made your 
Per Capita contribution and would still 
like to do so, please send a check in 
the above amount to the church.  And, 
if you would like your Per Capita taken 
from your regular year-through contri-
bution, would you write/email to our 
Treasurer, Peg Crissman, that that is 
your preference.  We are the gifts of 
God for the people God loves.  God's 
continuing blessings to and through you.  

Bruce Brooks, Pastor 

VILLAGE WIDE  
GARAGE SALE  

 
The church will be participating once 
again in the Village Wide Garage 
Sale.  

 Friday, May 13th from 9am to 4pm 
Saturday, May 14th from 9am to 

3pm 
  

     You may drop off your items dur-
ing church office hours Monday 
through Friday 8:30am to 12:30pm 
or on Sunday morning. We would like 
gently used household goods, chil-
dren’s toys and books, furniture, 
sports equipment, and clothing, etc…
Electronics must work and we do not 
take old TV’s. We appreciate your 
generous contributions! Working to-
gether we can make our sale a big 
success!                               A Slop-
py Joe Lunch will be held in conjunc-
tion with the garage sale. It will be 
held:  
 10am to 2pm Friday and Saturday. 

The cost is $5.00. 
  HOMEMADE Sloppy Joe’s and 
HOMEMADE Brownies will be  
      served along with chips,  

             a pickle, and a drink  
(pop or water).  

Yummy! 

MAMA RAFFERLONI’S  

 

 

 

 

 

Mama is back, for her annual repast. 

 Saturday, May 7th 

Two seatings available. 
4:45pm, or 6:30pm 

Contact Nancy Rafferty (Mama) or 
any Deacon for reservations.   

 $7.00/person, 18.00/family  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE 
FOR MONTHLY  
NEWSLETTER -   

THIRD WEDNESDAY 

PARISH NURSES’  
MAY 
BLOOD  
PRESSURE  
SCREENING 

SUNDAY 
MAY 22 

TEACHER  

APPRECIATION  

SUNDAY 

MAY 29 

PICTURE RELEASE  

I  GIVE PERMISSION FOR THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS,  D IGITAL IMAGES,  SL IDES  OR VIDEO FOOTAGE  

INCLUDING MY SON(S)  OR DAUGHTER(S)  TO BE USED IN  

SCHOOLCRAFT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PUBLICITY  

 

NAME(S)  OF CHILD:   

 

S IGNED:      

 

DATE:           RELATIONSHIP:  

 

F i rs t  Presbyter ian Church of  Schoolcraf t  

224 East  Cass St reet   PO Box 635  

Schoolcraf t ,  MI  49087  

Te l  269-679-4062 

of f ice@fpcos.org   

CLIP  THE FORM 
BELOW OR TAKE 
ONE FROM THE 
BACK TABLE IN 

THE SANTUARY IF  
YOU HAVE A 
CHILD WHOM  

MAY BE  
PHOTOGRAPHED 

FOR OUR  
PUBLICATIONS.  


