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The Prairie Pres 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE             “In Re -Member-ance”  

These are but a few of the days in May 

marked for our “remembrance”.  I am 

sure your calendar holds many more. So, 

may we consider during this month of 

May, the invitation that lies in the word, 

“remembrance”.  At the heart of the word 

is the identity of a “member”.  To “re-

member”, is to claim anew, that we are 

members by the grace of those who de-

clared that we belong to them.  

 You and I, by Jesus Christ’s broken-

bread and poured-out-cup, are mem-

bers of his body. 

 By birth, adoption, and love, you and 

I are members of those who an-

swered, when we called them, 

“Mother”, or “Mom”. 

 By choosing to live-out, and live-into 

that faith called “Presbyterian” 

“members” of this Elder-leading and 

Elder-serving body of believers. 

 By re-membering those who in ser-

vice and war died on our behalf, we 

are choosing to acknowledge not 

only their relationship to us, but also 

our shared memberness with those 

we know and those we don’t know, 

who will be freed to live, because we 

have served, and sacrificed, and 

loved. 

 

With care and prayer, 

Bruce Brooks, Pastor 

PA S TOR  
Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Brooks 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT 
Tina Nap 

 
ORGA NIS T/

PIA NIS T  
Cherie Ericks 

 
CHOIR DIRECTOR  

Harriett Swartz 
 

CHRIS TIA N  
EDUCATION  
Alyson Cameron 

 
PA RIS H NURS ES  

Sherrie Anderson,  
Nikki Hulinek 

 
TREAS URER  
Peg Crissman 

 
WEB DES IGNER 
Mic hel le Romstadt  

 
CUS TODIA N  

Marion Compton 
 

 

The month of May is filled with occa-

sions to “remember” ….people, re-

call….people, and re-connect with peo-

ple, … who are part of our lives. 

 Sunday, May 7, is a first Sunday of 

the month when we observe the Sac-

rament of the Lord’s Supper, during 

which Jesus spoke the words, 

 “This do in remembrance of me.” 

 Sunday, May 14, is Mothers’ Day. 

On that day we will be honoring 

those “mothers” living in our midst; 

and we will be “remembering” 

those mothers living in our hearts. 

 Sunday, May 21, is Presbyterian Her-

itage Sunday.  That day provides an 

occasion for us to “remember” the 

legacy and inheritance of Christian 

life that we have received from Pres-

byterians who were part of our 

Schoolcraft First Presbyterian 

Church; Presbyterians we have 

known in our Presbytery of Lake 

Michigan; Presbyterians with whom 

we have worshiped and served dur-

ing winter months and travels; and 

the Presbyterian genealogical threads 

that knit us back to the Reformation 

in the 1500’s;  and further back still, 

to all those Presbyters (a word that 

means, “Elder”) to all those elders in 

church and synagogue, who humbly 

and courageously served as followers 

of Jesus Christ. 

 Sunday, May 28 and Monday, May 

29 – Memorial Day, are when we 

honor and remember those soldiers in 

service and combat who have died on 

our behalf, in duty to a nation that 

heart-fully seeks to live one-nation-

under-God. 

 

 

 



APR IL S ES SI ON N O TE S  

The April Session meeting was held on 

April 19, 2017, and opened with prayer 

by Rev. Brooks at 7:03 PM.  A quorum 

was present. 

 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see 

God working in our congregation?” 

 

A reply was: 

*The very beautiful and meaningful 

Easter services this year as organized by 

the Worship committee.  The services 

were “a notch above a notch,” and our 

organist and pianist, Cherie Ericks 

played “music on top of music.”  The 

readers all did an excellent job express-

ing the sentiment of their parts – even to 

the point of possibly having been that 

person! 

 

Member Joyce Edwards passed away 

on Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017. [Joyce 

was the mother of Honey Handy, Joan 

Edwards and the late Lee Edwards, and 

wife of the late Ord Edwards.]  There is 

no anticipated service for Joyce.   A 

thank-you note and donation was re-

ceived from a recipient of one of our 

prayer letters. 

  

It was noted that there has been an on-

going communication with Frontier con-

cerning our fluctuating bill.  It seems that 

we weren’t receiving a regular $75 credit 

with our package.  It should soon be 

straightened out.  The utilities bill has 

been high due to the season. 

 

Our Director of Christian Education, 

Alyson Cameron, has reported that all is 

going well, although she is considering 

modifying the curriculum slightly be-

cause the children are getting older and 

need a little more content. 

 

On Communion Sunday, April 2, 2017, 

Holy Communion was served to 32 peo-

ple, and on Maundy Thursday, April 13, 

2017, Holy Communion was served to 

27 people.   The worship committee met 

March 30, to continue to plan the Easter 

services.  They discussed and planned 

the Lenten songbook and the Palm Sun-

day procession; the anthem “Servant 

Song,” Holy Communion served by dis-

tribution, the extinguishing of pillar can-

dles after each reading for Maundy 

Thursday; the community choir rehearsal 

and the readers from the different church-

es for the  Good Friday service;  the can-

dle lighting, readers and breakfast for the 

Sunrise service.  

 

The kitchen faucet in the manse has 

been replaced, and the kitchen drain in 

the manse has been unclogged.  There are 

three available hoses at the manse for use.  

Some of the bulbs in the Sanctuary have 

been replaced.  It was discussed to possi-

bly rewire the fixtures so they might all 

function.  The ramp at Westminster and 

the siding of Cedar House have some 

mildew build-up and require some pres-

sure washing.  There is also some weed-

ing and painting to be done.  It was men-

tioned that the edging done along the 

sidewalk last year didn’t last very long 

and perhaps wasn’t worth the effort.  It 

was decided that there is enough work to 

organize a work-day to be held sometime 

after the garage sale. 

 

The Deacons report that Mama Raffer-

loni’s will be held on Saturday, May 6.  

The cost is $7/person or $18/family.  The 

two seatings are 4:45 and 6:30.  Reserva-

tions are now being accepted.  The date 

for the Growlers game has not yet been 

decided.  The remark was made about 

how nicely our Deacons support fellow-

ship in the church with their many 

thoughtful activities. 

 

The next stated Presbytery meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2017, in 

Buchanan, MI.  The guest speaker Dr. 

Douglas Kindschi, director of the Kauf-

man Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley 

State University, will speak on how local 

church leaders can engage in interfaith 

concerns and conversations.  The preach-

er will be Rev. Leanne Van Dyk, presi-

dent of Columbia Theological Seminary. 

 

Rev. Brooks will take vacation leave 

May 22-28, July 10-16, and August 3-7; 

and will take continuing education leave 

July 17-23.  The pulpit supply pastors 

will be:  CRE David Habicht on May 28; 

Rev. Robert Barton on July 16; Rev. 

Mary VanAndel on July 23; and Rev. Dr. 

David McShane on August 6.  The con-

tinuing education seminar Rev. Brooks is 

attending is at St. Olaf College in North-

field, MN.  The titles of the presentations 

are: “Archaeology and the Origins of 

Biblical Tenets and Texts” by Prof. Rob-

ert Cargill and “Gospel Truth? – A His-

torical Investigation of the Gospels” by 

Prof. Mark Goodacre.  Pastor Bruce re-

marked that he will be able to present 

some of the material at our Adult Bible 

Study. 

 

There is going to be a special Memorial 

Day insert added to our May 28 Sunday 

bulletin listing the soldiers our families 

knew who gave their lives for our country 

– friends and family.  There will be forms 

at the back of the sanctuary for the con-

gregation to use to fill in some or all of 

the following information:  the soldier’s 

name, rank, branch, war/conflict, and the 

relationship to the person.   

 

The Elder duties as listed in the Policies 

and Procedures Manual of the Steward-

ship Elder and the Finance Elder were 

discussed, and some revisions were made.  

The importance of keeping the pledge 

information confidential was discussed.  

There was also some discussion of who 

the authorized signatories for the church 

were.  It was decided that the authorized 

signatories would be the named Treasur-

er, Clerk of Session and whomever Ses-

sion designates. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 with 

prayer.  The next regular meeting will be 

May 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM at Westminster 

Hall. 

 



 Celebrating a birthday! 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MON MAY 1  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts  

TUES MAY 2  
3-5pm      Girl Scouts  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
 Andrew Parker 

WEDNES MAY 3  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 

THURS MAY 4  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

FRI  MAY 5  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

SAT MAY 6  
                     Mama Rafferloni’s 

SUN MAY 7     SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION   

 

                       

 

 

                        

MON MAY 8  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 

TUES MAY 9  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES MAY 10  
3-5pm           Girl Scouts 
 Betty Burch 

THURS MAY 11  
7:00pm          Choir Rehearsal 
 Dean Krum 
 

SUN MAY 14   MOTHER’S  DAY     

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Par ish Nurse ' s  B lood Pressure Screen ing  

MON MAY 15  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 

TUES MAY 16  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES MAY 17  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
7:00pm           Session Meeting 

SUN MAY 21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon ’s  Meet ing  

MON MAY 22  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 

TUES MAY 23  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES MAY 24  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 

THURS MAY 25  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

SUN MAY 28   MEMORIAL DAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pulpi t  Supply  -  David Habicht  

MON MAY 29  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 
 Chuck Miller 

TUES MAY 30  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
 Elizabeth Shearer, Candy Shearer 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th :  
Communion: 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Lorraine Barton 
Candy Shearer, Kim Maxam 
John and Barbara Barnett 
Theo DeBoer, John Bambacht 
N/A 
N/A 
Team A / Dave Krum (P) 

Ron Gammill 
Linda Bosma, Mike McNally 
Elizabeth Shearer, Sandy Percich 
Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 
Toni Rafferty 
Nikki Hulinek 

THURS MAY 18  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 Hazel Jordyn McNally 

FRI  MAY 19  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Anna Jane Smith 

SAT MAY 20  
 Bob Crissman, Clare Gildea,  
      Mike Linders 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Kim Maxam 
Lorraine and Zachary Barton 
Ron and Martha Gammill 
Roger Ericks, John Bambacht 
Marion Hobaugh, Sue Chapman 
Toni Rafferty 

Dave Krum 
Peg and Bob Crissman 
John and Barbara Barnett 
Theo DeBoer, Sue Brooks 
TBD 
Kim Maxam 

FRI  MAY 12  
9-4                 Village Garage Sale 
 Deb Musselman, Nolan Strake, 

Shayla Strake, Matt Musselman, 
Marion Hobaugh 

SAT MAY 13  
9-3                 Village Garage Sale 
 Lorraine Barton 

SAT MAY 27  
 Max Desmond 

 

 Theo DeBoer, Andrew Rafferty, Janet Bresson 

WEDNES MAY 31  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 



  Quest ions about  our chi ldr en’s  Sunday School?  Ideas? Want  to get  involved?  
Emai l  alysoncameron@mac.com 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL           
 

5/7  Communion 

 

5/14       Jesus Ascends 

   Luke 24:36-53  

   Nikki Hulinek 

 

5/21  Ten Outcasts 

   Luke 17:11-19  

   Toni Rafferty 

 

5/28  Scripture Memory 

   Presentation  

   Lazarus: John 11:1-45  

   Kim Maxam 
 

 

    

YOU T H  

ADUL TS  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Leader:      

Jill Strake 

(grades 5th-12th)  

 

  

 

 

 

Our goal for Sunday School is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congregation, 
shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of Biblical 

knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in God’s time. 

CED AR  PAR K B IBL E  

ST UDY  

Leader:  

Barbara Barnett 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in  the Cedar Park commu-

nity room at 474 N. Cedar Street in 

Schoolcraft. 

Materials provided.  Our topic of  

study for the coming weeks is 

Christ in the Old Testament: 

Types and Illustrations of Jesus -  

12 Old Testament People who  

Foreshadowed Christ. 

The Bible study is open - folks in our 

congregation are welcome to attend! 

“Jesus Christ  is  the 

same yesterday, today 

and forever.”  

HEBREWS 13:8  

GOSPELS -  SIDE BY SIDE  

 

Leader: 

Pastor Brooks 

 

Meets following coffee fellowship 

Sunday mornings on the following 

dates; 

April 30, May 7,  June 4, 18, and 25. 

 



Take steps to Prevent Skin Cancer 

The Basics: Overview 

The best way to prevent skin cancer is to protect your skin from the sun and other 

sources of ultraviolet (UV) rays. 

To protect your skin: 

 Stay in the shade as much as possible between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

 Use sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher. 

 Cover up with long sleeves, long pants or a skirt, a hat, and sunglasses. 

 Avoid indoor tanning. 

Why do I need to protect my skin? 

Protecting your skin today may help prevent skin cancer later in life. Most skin cancer 

appears after age 50, but skin damage from the sun can start during childhood. 

Taking steps to prevent skin cancer may also help prevent: 

 Wrinkles 

 Blotches or spots on your skin 

 Other damage to your skin and eyes 

What causes skin cancer? 

Ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun is the main cause of skin cancer. UV radiation 

can also come from tanning beds, tanning booths, or sunlamps. 

Anyone can get skin cancer. The risk is highest for people with: 

 White or light-colored skin with freckles 

 Blond or red hair 

 Blue or green eyes 

You are at higher risk for the most dangerous type of skin cancer (melanoma) if 

you have: 

 Unusual moles (moles that change color, grow unevenly, or change in texture) 

 A large number of moles (more than 50) 

 A family history of melanoma 

Take Action! 

Take these simple steps to help prevent skin cancer. 

 Cover up with long sleeves, a hat, and sunglasses. 

 Wear a long-sleeved shirt and long pants or a long skirt. Wear a hat with a wide 

brim to help protect your face and neck. Avoid straw hats with holes that let sun-

light through. 

 The skin around your eyes is very sensitive. Wear wrap-around sunglasses to help 

protect your eyes and your skin from sun damage. 

 Stay in the shade between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

 The sun’s rays are the strongest from mid-morning to late afternoon. Try to stay out 

 of the sun during these hours. If you are outside, stay in the shade – like under a tree 

 or umbrella. 

 Avoid indoor tanning. 

 Tanning beds, tanning booths, and sunlamps are not any safer than tanning in the 

 sun. There’s no safe way to get a tan. 

 Just like tanning in the sun, indoor tanning can cause skin cancer, wrinkles, age 

 spots, and other damage to your skin and eyes. 

 Check your skin regularly. 

 See a doctor or nurse right away if you find any changes that worry you. 

                 (http://www.healthfinder.gov) 

MAY IS MELANOMA /  SKIN CANCER  
DETECTION AND PREVENTION MONTH 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

 

Staying Mentally Healthy  

Mental health is one of your greatest as-

sets. It helps you focus at work, overcome 

obstacles, get along with the people 

around you—and get well and stay well.  

 

Live Your Life Well 

Our Live Your Life Well campaign pro-

vides 10 tools to help you achieve well-

ness.  

 

These proven tools can help you feel 

stronger and more hopeful.  

http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/ten-

tools 

 

1) Connect with others (make friends, 

 strengthen relationships) 

2) Stay positive (practice gratitude, avoid 

 negative thinking) 

3) Get physically active ( squeeze in some 

 exercise even in 10 minute chunks) 

4) Help others ( volunteer in small or 

 large ways) 

5) Get enough sleep ( set regular bedtime, 

 de-stress, de-caffeinate) 

6) Create joy and satisfaction (free some 

 time, do something you want to do, do 

 something fun) 

7) Eat well (work on balance, snack well, 

 don't skip meals) 

8) Take care of your spirit (focus on your 

 goals, values and beliefs) 

9) Deal better with hard times (tackle 

 problems, shift thinking, ask for sup

 port) 

10)  Get professional help if you need 

 it (get names from your doctor, clergy) 

 

(Www.mentalhealthamerica.net) 

  

MAY IS  MENTAL HEALTH 
MONTH 

http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/ten-tools
http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/ten-tools
http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/ten-tools
http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/ten-tools


We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 

Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 

Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 

without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY 

PARISH NURSES’  
BLOOD  
PRESSURE  
SCREENING 
 
SUNDAY 
MAY 14 
 

MIKE MUSSELMAN 

MEMORIAL 

GOLF OUTING 

 

JULY 22ND 

TEE T IME 9:00 A.M.  

$65 per person inc ludes sh ir t .  

P lease regis ter  wi th your  name, 

sh ir t  s ize ,  and payment by the 

1s t  week of  May.  

Contacts :  

Matt  Musselman 377-7395 

Ron Musselman 330-1011 

 Also needed are sponsors  for  

gold,  s i lver ,  and bronze holes ,  

and pr ize donat ions .   

ATTENZIONE! 

Mama Rafferloni's is scheduled  

for Saturday, May 6. There will be 2 

seatings available - 4:45 and 6:30. 

Cost is $7 per person or $18 for a family 

group. Please make your reservation 

with Nancy Rafferty or any other dea-

con. Don't miss out on Mama's delicious 

lasagna and spaghetti!   

Our soldiers and their lives and ultimate 

sacrifice are not forgotten.    

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance for 

those who died while serving in our coun-

try’s armed forces – those who died while 

defending our nation and its values.  

(Veterans Day is a day to honor all who 

have served in the military, not just those 

who died while serving) 

This Memorial Day Sunday, May 28, 2017, 

there will be a special insert in our church 

bulletin honoring those soldiers we in the 

congregation knew who gave their lives 

fighting for our country – our family and 

our friends.  

There are forms in the back of the church 

you may use to write down the name(s) of 

the soldier(s) you wish to commemorate.  

You may also let Tina in the office know.  

You may include the soldier’s military rank 

and/or branch and war/conflict if you 

know it and his/her relationship to you.      

VILLAGE GARAGE SALE  MEMORIAL DAY  

TEACHER  

APPRECIATION  

SUNDAY 

JUNE 4 

 
 
 

 

 

F r i d a y ,  M a y  1 2 t h   

a n d   

S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  1 3 t h .    

Once again we will be offering a delicious 

sloppy joe or grilled cheese lunch for only 

$5.00.  The lunch includes a sloppy joe or 

grilled cheese sandwich, pickle spear, home-

made brownie, chips and choice of pop or 

water.  Peg and Carol will be making their 

out of this world fantastic sloppy joes!  It 

doesn't get any better than that!!!  If you 

can't eat at Westminster, we can put to-

gether takeout  for you.  Bring your family 

and friends, do some shopping at the church 

garage sale then head over to Westminster 

Hall for a great lunch.  

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

APRIL ’S  GUESS WHO  

WAS 

L INDA BOSMA 


