
September is a good month to be thinking about “learning”, specifically Christian 

faith learning.    The first two verses that follow lift up two strong reasons for our em-

phasis on learning our Christian faith.  One, there are experiences in life that battle to 

diminish our life-breath and spirit, and that of our neighbors.  Our Christian faith 

equips us to fight that fight for body and spirit.  But life is more than a fight or battle. 

Life is a place and opportunity, in time, to participate in doing every conceivable 

Godly good work. That requires all our participation, utilizing both visible and hidden 

gifts with which God intends us to be a blessing.  Christian-faith-learning calls us to 

discover and help one another discover and develop those gifts “for every good 

work”! 

 

1 Timothy 1:18   “I am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accord-

ance with the prophecies made earlier about you, so that by following them you may 

fight the good fight.”  

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who be-

longs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” 

 

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 “You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be 

known and read by all, and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, 

written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but 

on tablets of human hearts.” 

 

September is also a good month to think about “teaching”, specifically life-long 

Christian faith teaching.  The third verse above, may surprise us that Scripture on 

paper is not the only place that sacred scripture may be found.  Saint Paul staggers the 

followers of Christ in Corinth with the hard to truly believe truth, that our lives, our 

lives as followers of Jesus Christ, are sacred scripture to those around us who read 

our life for glimpses of the truth and hope and love of Jesus. 

 

In a humbling sense that means we are not only “life-long teachers” but we are 

longer-than-life-long teachers of the Christian faith. For as long as there are 

folks who remember your kindness…for as long as there are folks who re-read 

your note and letter of encouragement…for as long as there are any who re-

member your conquering spirit, and your every good work….you will be their 

Teacher, and you will be helping them to write a similar letter of Scripture. 

 

 

 

 

Keep on learning!  Keep on Teaching!  

In Christ together, Bruce Brooks, Pastor 
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SE SS IO N NO T ES  

A regular scheduled session meeting 

was held on August 17, 2016, at West-

minster Hall with all but one Elder 

present.  Moderator, Rev. Brooks 

opened the meeting with prayer.  We 

had two guests: Patty Bender, COM 

from Presbytery and Michelle Rom-

stadt, Website Designer. 

Rev. Brooks introduced Patty Bend-

er and Patty provided an overview of 

her responsibilities as Commissioner 

on Ministry (COM).  Patty extended 

an invitation to the session to contact 

her whenever help is needed.  She was 

thanked for coming and excused. 

Answers to “How we see God work-

ing in our congregation?” were:  1. 

Attendance in church—full congrega-

tion, and, 2. People who helped with 

the Preschool project on very hot after-

noons.  (A special thanks was given to 

John Bambacht for spearheading the 

project.) 

The minutes of the previous meeting 

were approved. 

The treasurer’s report was e-mailed 

to Elders and briefly discussed.  We 

are hoping Peggy, church treasurer, 

will be at our next meeting to clarify 

and resolve unanswered questions re-

garding the report. 

Elders agreed that another article 

should be printed in the newsletter 

regarding paying per-capita.  Fewer 

than half of our congregation has paid 

their per capita for this year.   

Website Designer, Michelle Rom-

stadt, provided hand-outs for everyone 

and explained that she has worked on 

the Schoolcraft First Presbyterian 

church website for many years.  She 

needed clarification regarding publish-

ing pictures of our children on the 

website.  All agreed that only the 

printed portion of the newsletter be 

posted on the web.  Any pictures of 

our children will not be posted on the 

web. 

The “Snapshot Financial Report” 

was discussed and Rev. Brooks an-

nounced the report in the bulletin this 

week should be more clear. 

Alyson Cameron, Christian Educa-

tion Director, is working on the curric-

ulum to be ready for the opening of 

Sunday school on Sunday, September 

11, 2016.  Teacher dedication will be 

on Communion Sunday, September 

4th.  There will be no Bible School this 

year but, perhaps next year a “towned 

downed” one for our children. 

Plans are in the making to have Peter 

Achunjie speak on the water project in 

Cameroon on October 2nd, World 

Communion Sunday, during coffee 

hour. 

Schoolcraft First Presbyterian Church 

is no longer receiving monies from 

Meijer’s.  The Community Rewards 

(MCR) has ended. 

Camp Greenwood has been operating 

at a deficit for some time now so at the 

September Presbytery meeting recom-

mendations regarding our priorities 

will be discussed.  Facts published are:   

2017 year is facing a huge deficit,   

Our smaller churches ae struggling 

financially,  

Some of our pastors are only working 

part-time because the churches can’t 

afford full-time pastor,   

The Greenwood land is worth rough-

ly 3.5 million dollars.  The question is:  

where should the Presbytery’s money 

be spent? 

Sue Brooks will be the Commission-

er to Presbytery in September. 

The Preschool contract was reviewed 

and a couple of amendments were 

made.  Tina will make corrections and 

email to Elders. 

John Bambacht reported the abate-

ment project at Westminster Hall has 

been completed.  New aluminum soffit 

and new fascia has been installed and 

all windows painted.  Theo reported 

that one of the boilers has been rebuilt. 

The Deacons are busy with several 

projects.  (Please see their report.) 

Rev. Brooks and Sue are looking 

forward to attending a Conference in 

Austin, Texas, October 21-27.  The 

Conference title is, “Power and Prac-

tice of Story Telling.” 

 The flu shot clinic brought to us by 

our Parish Nurse, Sherrie Anderson, 

will be Monday, October 10th from 

2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. 

 

Next session meeting 

September 21, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 



 THURS SEPT 1  
 Rick Rohrer, Jackie Hulinek 

FRI  SEPT 2  
11:00am    Cedar Park Bible Study  

SAT SEPT 3  
 Andrew Gildea 
 
 

 

SUN SEPT 4     TEACHER DEDICATION 

        COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Liturgist: Roger Ericks 
Usher/Greeter: Candy Shearer, Sandy Percich 
Coffee Hour: Jim and Rita Parker 
Counters:  Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 
Communion Team C:  John Barnett (P), Theo DeBoer 
      John Bambacht, Nancy Rafferty 
 
 Jozie Rafferty, Savannah Knudsen 

MON SEPT 5  
LABOR DAY No Men’s Breakfast 

WEDNES SEPT 7  
6:30pm  Holy Hoopers 
 David Krum, Dorie Peterson 

THURS SEPT 8  
 Bill Hobaugh 

 

SUN SEPT 11    ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC  

        12:30 -  4:30 

 

        SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS TODAY  

 
Liturgist: Ron Gammill 
Usher/Greeter: Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Coffee Hour: N/A, Picnic 
Counters: Kim Maxam, Jackie Skinner 
 
 

MON SEPT 12  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast and Gilmore Car Museum 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 Emily Grabowski 

TUES SEPT 13  
 Pat Aldrich 

WEDNES SEPT 14  
6:30pm  Holy Hoopers 
 Robert Barton 

FRI  SEPT 16  
11:00am    Cedar Park Bible Study  

SUN SEPT 18  
Liturgist: Teresa Maxam 
Usher/Greeter: Jan McNally, David Krum 
Coffee Hour: Camerons - Grae One Year Old! 
Counters: John Bambacht, Theo DeBoer 
 
 
 Jim Chapman, Chelsea Musselman 
 
 
Deacon’s Meeting 

MON SEPT 19  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
11:30am  Ladies' Luncheon - Chico’s Fall Fashion Fling 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES SEPT 20  
 Arlene Peterson 

WEDNES SEPT 21  
6:30pm  Holy Hoopers 
7:00PM  Session Meeting 

THURS SEPT 22  
 Addie Parker, Bradley Romstadt 

SAT SEPT 24  
 Polly (Lora) Boodt 

 

SUN SEPT 25   
Liturgist: Jackie Skinner 
Usher/Greeter: Peg and Bob Crissman 
Coffee Hour: John and Barbara Barnett 
Counters: Barbara Barnett, Kim Maxam 
 
Parish Nurses’ Blood Pressure Screening 

MON SEPT 26  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

WEDNES SEPT 28  
6:30pm  Holy Hoopers 

FRI  SEPT 30  
 Dennis McNally 
 

 

P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

      SEPTEMBER 2016  
SUNDAYS   THE REST OF THE WEEK   

 Celebrating a 
birthday! 



  Quest ions about  our chi ldr en’s  Sunday School?  Ideas? Want  to get  involved?  
Emai l  alysoncameron@mac.com 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL           

(grades PreK-4th) 

Sept 4   Teacher Dedication 

    Communion Sunday 

Sept 11  Abraham: Genesis 15  

    Toni Rafferty 

Sept 18  Sarah & Abraham:  

    Genesis 18 

    Alyson Cameron 

Sept 25      Rebekah & Isaac:  

  

 

YOU T H  

ADUL TS  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Leader:      

Jill Strake 

(grades 5th-12th)  

 

Sept 4   Teacher Dedication 

    Communion Sunday 

Sept 11  Jesus Baptism 

    Mark 1: 9-11 

Sept 18  Disciples 

    Mark 9: 33-37 

Sept  25  Parables 

    Matthew 13: 10-17   

 

 

 

Our goal for Sunday School is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congrega-
tion, shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of 

Biblical knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in 
God’s time. 

WH AT D O ES T HE B I BL E 

SAY AB OU T PRA Y ER ?  

Leader:  

Pastor Bruce Brooks 

 

Sundays following coffee  

fellowship in Westminster Hall 

 

September 11 and 25 

October 9,16,30 

 

Materials provided. 

CED AR PARK B IBL E  

ST UDY  

Leader:  

Barbara Barnett 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in  the Cedar Park commu-

nity room at 474 N. Cedar Street in 

Schoolcraft. 

 

Folks in our congregation are welcome 

to attend! We are just finishing up 

studying the Minor Prophets, and in 

September will begin studying what 

the Bible says about forgiveness.  

“I  am with you  

and will  watch over  

you wherever you go.”  

GENESIS 28:15  



SIGNS & SYMPTOMS 
Potential signs and symptoms of ovarian cancer: 
 
Bloating 
Pelvic or abdominal pain 
Trouble eating or feeling full quickly 
Feeling the need to urinate urgently or often 
 
Other symptoms of ovarian cancer can include: 
 
Fatigue 
Upset stomach or heartburn 
Back pain 
Pain during sex 
Constipation or menstrual changes 
 
Since these symptoms can be vague  or attributed to other conditions, it is im-
portant to discuss them with your physician/ provider. 
(www.ovarian.org) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER IS  OVARIAN CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

SEPTEMBER IS  PROSTATE CAN-
CER AWARENESS MONTH 

 
 

During the early stages of prostate 
cancer, there are no symptoms. That’s 
why screenings and yearly check-ups 
are critically important in catching 
cancer early, before it spreads outside 
the prostate.  
 
Most prostate cancer is found as a 
result of prostate cancer screening 
tests, most likely a Prostate Specific 
Antigen (PSA) test and a Digital Rectal 
Exam (DRE).  
 
Symptoms may include: 
 
Strong urge to urinate immediately 
Frequent nighttime urination 
Pain and/or burning when urinating 
Difficulty starting the urinary stream 
A weak urinary stream once it starts 
Dribbling after you’re finished 
Pain in the genital and pelvic area 
Pain when ejaculating 
Blood in the urine or semen 
Frequent urinary tract infections 
 
Other more serious prostate cancer 
symptoms may include: 
 
Unexpected weight loss 
Pain in the lower back or pelvic area 
Anemia 
Fatigue 
 
It’s easy to mistake prostate cancer 
for BPH, prostatitis, or overactive 
bladder. It’s important to have annual 
check-ups, especially if you are experi-
encing symptoms outlined above. 
(Www.zerocancer.org) 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

http://Www.zerocancer.org


ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Sunday, September 11 
12:30 to 4:30 pm 

Kline’s Resort Clubhouse 

The Deacon's have planned the Church 
Picnic for Sunday, September 11th at 
Kline's Resort. It will be held from 
12:30 pm to 4:30 pm. Bring a dish to 
pass and come and enjoy this beautiful 
location! There's lots for the kids to do 
and plenty of areas to relax and en-
joy Barton Lake! We're having a free 
drawing for a golf certificate or a 
restaurant gift card. Hope to see you 
there!  

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

We invite all from our congregation to 
submit photos from our church functions 
and ministries to appear in our monthly 
Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 
Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 
photos of children will appear in the 
Photo Gallery only if the parents have 
submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 
Prairie Pres to our members and 
friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 
Pres on our Website 
(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 
without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY  

PARISH NURSES’  
BLOOD  
PRESSURE  
SCREENING 

SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 25 

 

CARDIO DRUMMING 
 
Toni Rafferty is leading “Chicks with 

Sticks”, a fun way to get in your  
cardio workout.  

Check out her facebook page, or call 
269-806-3916 for dates and times. 

https://www.facebook.com/
toni.elgersma.rafferty 

LADIES' LUNCHEON AND  

FASHION SHOW 

Remember to make your reservation 
(Barbara Barnett - (269) 679-5877) 
for the Luncheon and Fashion Show at 
the Beacon Club - September 19 at 
11:30 - $18 inclusive for lunch and 
fashion and fun fellowship!!! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

We are very excited to continue with 
our Holy Moly! and Connect curricu-
lum again this year, and will also be 
focusing on one scripture to commit 
to memory each semester. This fall 
we will begin with Old Testament 
stories, then transition to the New 
Testament during Advent. Teaching is 
easy and fun, so if you haven't had 
the opportunity to be a helper in 
Sunday School in a while, please 
reach out to Alyson Cameron and let 
her know you are ready and willing 
to assist one of our teachers!  

You can email Alyson at  

alysoncameron@mac.com  

or call her at 917-912-4475. 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 

The Deacons wanted to let you know 
how the pennies you have put in the 
Least Coin jar are being put to good 
use:  we are currently donating $100 
to The Eagles Nest in Schoolcraft to 
be used where there is need. It may 
be used for the backpack fund, Ad-
am's fund for diapers & wipes, cloth-
ing need, or the food pantry. Thank 
you for your donations to our Least 
Coin fund! 

CHOIR 

Starting soon! Watch for announce-
ments in the Sunday bulletin 

PER CAPITA UPDATE 

Each year, the Presbytery charges a 
per active member fee to each 
church. This is why we update our 
“Friends and Family” directory, so 
that the churc is not paying more than 
needed. We also ask the congrega-
tion to consider helpingif they are 
able. If you are an Active Member 
(= your name in the Members and 
Friends Directory has an asterisk * 
beside it.) This year’s total budget 
was $2700.00. To date, we have 
collected $843.55. (at $25.37 per 
member)  

If you have not yet paid your per 
capita for 2016, would you prayer-
fully consider helping. 

Kim Maxam, Elder 

https://www.facebook.com/toni.elgersma.rafferty
https://www.facebook.com/toni.elgersma.rafferty
mailto:alysoncameron@mac.com

