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The Prairie Pres 
PA ST OR ’S  M E SSA G E    

 “T hro ugh  t i me s o f  P lent y … . th rou gh t i mes o f  L ack …

Th ank - you God ! ”  

Whereas the Senate of the United 
States, devoutly recognizing the su-
preme authority and just government 
of Almighty God in all the affairs of 
men and of nations, has by a resolution 
requested the President to designate 
and set apart a day for national pray-
er and humiliation; and   

Whereas it is the duty of nations as 
well as of men to own their depend-
ence upon the overruling power of 
God, to confess their sins and trans-
gressions in humble sorrow, yet with 
assured hope that genuine repentance 
will lead to mercy and pardon, and to 
recognize the sublime truth, announced 
in the Holy Scriptures and proven by 
all history, that those nations only are 
blessed whose God is the Lord; …But 
we have forgotten God. We have for-
gotten the gracious hand which pre-
served us in peace and multiplied and 
enriched and strengthened us, and we 
have vainly imagined, in the deceitful-
ness of our hearts, that all these bless-
ings were produced by some superior 
wisdom and virtue of our own.  Intoxi-
cated with unbroken success, we have 
become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving 
grace, to proud to pray to the God 
that made us. …  

Now, therefore, in compliance with the 
request, and fully concurring in the 
views of the Senate, I do by this my 
proclamation designate and set apart 
Thursday, the 30th day of April, 1863, 
as a day of National humiliation, fast-
ing and prayer. 

Thus be it a day of fasting…. Or be 
it a day of feasting, ….may Thurs-
day, November 24 be a day of 

thankful acknowledgement of God 
“our beneficent Father who dwelleth in 
the heavens” from whom all our many 

blessings come. 

Thankful for you and with you, 

Bruce Brooks, Pastor 

Thanksgiving Day is coming!  I am 
pleased that a number of stores are 
this year choosing to return this day to 
their employees so that instead of 
hosting a holiday shopping scramble, 
they may host a thankful gathering 
with family and friends.  

Through times of plenty and through 
times of lack,  

   God is faithful, and God is good! 

Recently, I re-read words of a Thanks-
giving Day Proclamation to which 
President Abraham Lincoln set his hand 
and seal on the 3rd day of October, 
A.D. 1863. In part it reads:  

 “The year that is drawing towards its 
close has been filled with the blessings 
of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 
these bounties, which are so constantly 
enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others 
have been added which are so extraor-
dinary a nature that they can not fail to 
penetrate and soften even the heart 
which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty 
God….  I do therefore invite my fellow-
citizens to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next as a day of 
thanksgiving and praise to our benefi-
cent Father who dwelleth in the heav-
ens.” 

In our homes on November 24, and at 
a Community Thanksgiving Worship 
service to be held at the Assembly of 
God Church on Sunday, November 20 
at 6:00 PM, we will be thankfully re-
membering God’s blessings.  And as 
we do, I invite us to thoughtfully re-
commit ourselves to the sentiments of 
another proclamation which President 
Lincoln signed earlier that same year, 
on the 30th day of March, A.D. 1863,  
which had its birth in our United States 
Senate. 

 

  



OCT OB ER  SE SS I ON NOT E S 

A regular scheduled Session meeting 

of Schoolcraft First Presbyterian 

church was held on October 19th, at 

Westminster Hall.  Moderator, Rev. 

Brooks, opened the meeting at 7:03 

PM with prayer.  Elders present were:  

Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks, Theo 

deBoer, Kim Maxam and Jacklyn 

Skinner.  John Bambacht was excused.  

Guest:  Darcy Bolles.  The Clerk de-

clared a quorum was present. The 

agenda was approved as printed.  

 

The Moderator asked, “Where do we 

see God working in our Congrega-

tion?”  Replies were: 

 1. The number of people we had for 

Communion on October 2nd.  (66) 

 2.… we live in a community where 

thoughtful people outside our church 

family furnish meals, etc. when they 

discover there is a need. 

3. The gift of Darcy Bolles, from our 

church, to be the new Pre-School 

teacher. 

 

The minutes of the September Ses-

sion meeting were approved. 

 

A brief Treasurer’s Report was given 

by Sue who stated we have less in-

come for the year and that she needs to 

speak to Peggy regarding building 

maintenance.    

 

Darcy was introduced and welcomed 

to the new position of Pre-School 

teacher.  Darcy said everyone seems to 

be happy and she is waiting for the 

“official approval” of Pre-School Di-

rector status.  Items discussed were the 

playground equipment Pre-School 

purchased from Little Lambs, possibil-

ity of trimming the trees in the play-

ground area and approval for sand 

box.  It was decided that Pre-School 

would bring their newly acquired 

equipment to our property.  If prob-

lems arise, Theo is to be called by Pre-

School people to resolve whatever 

problems may arise.  We also dis-

cussed the possibility of a Pre-School 

Christmas Program in the church and 

perhaps graduation in the church in 

May.  Darcy will keep families in-

formed.  The Pre-School will plan to 

have some crafts to sell at our Annual 

Bazar/Christmas Walk.  Darcy was 

thanked for coming to the Session 

meeting and then excused. 

 

The Treasure’s Report discussion 

continued.  Sue reported the good news 

is, the check book is in the black!  We 

discussed possible ways to cut spend-

ing.  Telephone company comparisons 

were again discussed.  Elders agreed to 

go with Frontier.  The Treasurer’s Re-

port was received as presented. 

 

Christian Education--Sunday School 

Christmas play will be on December 

18, during church. 

 

   Stewardship—Kim     

Stewardship and Time & Talent let-

ters went out together under one cover 

this year.  The letters should be re-

ceived 30 days before Commitment 

Sunday.  Commitment Sunday is No-

vember 20.  Seventy letters have been 

sent so far.  Kim will announce in 

church on Sunday why we used the 

back to back system this year. 

 

Mission—Kim announced that 

Schoolcraft First Presbyterian Church 

received a “Community Service 

Award 2016” from the Schoolcraft 

Police Department for our support of 

the Child Safety program.  The award 

is from Child Safety of American, Inc.  

Elders agreed to donate our portion of 

the Pentecost money to the Child Safe-

ty Program again this year.  An addi-

tional $26.16 will come out of the Auc-

tion money. 

 

Worship Committee did not meet 

since last session meeting.  However, 

the committee is busy working on get-

ting ready for the fall/Thanksgiving 

season by decorating the church and 

preparing special bulletins.  The com-

mittee reports that the congregation has 

been very receptive to having an op-

portunity to request favorite hymns be 

sung during worship service.  Several 

requests have already been received. 

 

Dr. Dave McShane, retired from First 

Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo will 

fill the pulpit on November 13th.  It 

was noted that Zachary Barton will be 

celebrating his 50th birthday! 

 

The meeting closed with prayer at 

8:30 PM.  Next meeting: November 

16, 2016, at Westminster Hall, 7:00 

PM. 



 
 

TUES NOV 1  
6:00pm   Preschool Board Meeting 
6:00pm   Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES NOV 2  
3:00-5:00pm  Girl Scouts 

THURS NOV 3  
6:30pm   Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm   Choir Rehearsal 
 James Bell Sr. 
 

SUN NOV 6   
 
 
Liturgist: Roger Ericks 
Usher/Greeter: Candy Shearer, Sandy Percich 
Coffee Hour: Jim and Rita Parker 
Counters:  Theo DeBoer, Kim Maxam 
Communion Team B:  Kim Maxam (P), Jackie Skinner, 
      Sherrie Anderson, Linda Bosma 
 

 

 

 

MON NOV 7  
8:00am  Men’s  
                     Breakfast  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES NOV 8  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts 
6:00pm  Cardio  
                     Drumming 
 Zachary Barton 

WEDNES NOV 9  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts                  
    Troop 80826 
 Peg Crissman 

THURS NOV 10  
6:30pm Cardio  
   Drumming 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 Judy Linders 

FRI  NOV 11  
 Heidi Grabowski 

SAT NOV 12  
 Jocelyn Leffew 
 Chuck Henderson 

 

 

 

SUN NOV 13  

 

 
Liturgist: Dick Anderson 
Usher/Greeter: Toni and James Rafferty 
Coffee Hour: Skip and Jackie Fox 
Counters: Jackie Skinner, John Bambacht 
 
 
 

MON NOV 14  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES NOV 15  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES NOV 16  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts Troop 80826 
7:00pm  Session Meeting 

THURS NOV 17  
6:30pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Michelle Romstadt 

FRI  NOV 18  
 Sue Brooks 

SUN NOV 20   STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
Liturgist: John Bambacht 
Usher/Greeter: Jan McNally, David Krum 
Coffee Hour: Deacons 
Counters: TBD, Sue Brooks 
 
Parish Nurses’ Blood Pressure Screening 
 Jane Sargeant, Michelle Musselman 
6:00pm COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING WORSHIP  SERVICE   
  AT ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH  

MON NOV 21  
8:00am Men’s  
   Breakfast 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 Lynn Heckler 
 Evelyn Chapman 
 Jim Strake 

TUES NOV 22  
3-5pm  Girl Scouts 
6:00pm Cardio Drum. 

WEDNES NOV 23  
3-5pm  Girl Scouts  
   Troop 80826 

THURS NOV 24  
Thanksgiving Day 
    

  

 

 

SUN NOV 27  

 
Liturgist: Teresa Maxam 
Usher/Greeter: Peg and Bob Crissman 
Coffee Hour: Marion Hobaugh, Deb Musselman 
Counters: Kim Maxam, John Bambacht 
 
 Linda Krum 

MON NOV 28  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES NOV 29  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES NOV 30  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts Troop 80826 

 

P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

 NOVEMBER 2016  
SUNDAYS   THE REST OF THE WEEK   

 Celebrating a birthday! 



  Quest ions about  our chi ldr en’s  Sunday School?  Ideas? Want  to get  involved?  
Emai l  alysoncameron@mac.com 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL           

(grades PreK-4th) 

Nov 6   Communion Sunday 
 
Nov 13  David and Goliath:  
   1 Samuel 17:1-52  
   Alyson Cameron 
Nov 20  Solomon:  
   1 Kings 5-6; 8:1-13  
   Nikki Hulinek 
Nov 27  Advent/Thanksgiving Break 
   
 

 

 

  

   

  

  

 

YOU T H  

ADUL TS  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Leader:      

Jill Strake 

(grades 5th-12th)  

 

Nov 6   Communion Sunday 

  

 

 

 

Our goal for Sunday School is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congrega-
tion, shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of 

Biblical knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in 
God’s time. 

CED AR PARK B IBL E  

ST UDY  

Leader:  

Barbara Barnett 

NO GROUP MEETING 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in  the Cedar Park commu-

nity room at 474 N. Cedar Street in 

Schoolcraft. 

 

Folks in our congregation are welcome 

to attend! We continue to study what 

the Bible says about forgiveness.  

“I  am with you  

and will  watch over  

you wherever you go.”  

GENESIS 28:15  



The following symptoms of diabetes are typical. However, some people with 
type 2 diabetes have symptoms so mild that they go unnoticed. 
 
Common symptoms of diabetes: 
 
Urinating often 
Feeling very thirsty 
Feeling very hungry - even though you are eating 
Extreme fatigue 
Blurry vision 
Cuts/bruises that are slow to heal 
Weight loss - even though you are eating more (type 1) 
Tingling, pain, or numbness in the hands/feet (type 2) 
Early detection and treatment of diabetes can decrease the risk of developing 
the complications of diabetes. 
 
Diabetes increases your risk for many serious health problems. The good news? 
With the correct treatment and recommended lifestyle changes, many people 
with diabetes are able to prevent or delay the onset of complications. 
 
Skin Complications 
Stay alert for symptoms of skin infections and other skin disorders common in 
people with diabetes. 
 
Eye Complications 
Keep your risk of glaucoma, cataracts and other eye problems low with regular 
checkups. 
 
Neuropathy 
Nerve damage from diabetes is called diabetic neuropathy (new-ROP-uh-thee). 
About half of all people with diabetes have some form of nerve damage. 
 
Kidney Disease (Nephropathy) 
Keep your diabetes and blood pressure under control to lower the chance of 
getting kidney disease. 
 
High Blood Pressure 
High blood pressure—also called hypertension—raises your risk for heart 
attack, stroke, eye problems, and kidney disease. 
 
Stroke 
Maintain target levels for blood glucose, blood pressure, and cholesterol to 
reduce your risk of stroke. 
(www.diabetes.org)  

NOVEMBER IS  AMERICAN  
DIABETES MONTH 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

NOVEMBER IS   
NATIONAL FAMILY 
CAREGIVERS MONTH  
 
10 Tips for Family Caregivers 
 
Seek support from other caregivers. 
You are not alone! 
 
Take care of your own health so that 
you can be strong enough to take 
care of your loved one. 
 
Accept offers of help and suggest 
specific things people can do to help 
you. 

 
Learn how to communicate effectively 
with doctors. 
 
Caregiving is hard work so take res-
pite breaks often. 
 
Watch out for signs of depression 
and don't delay getting professional 
help when you need it. 
 
Be open to new technologies that can 
help you care for your loved one. 
 
Organize medical information so it's 
up to date and easy to find. 
 
Make sure legal documents are in 
order. 
 
Give yourself credit for doing the 
best you can in one of the toughest 
jobs there is! 
(www.caregiveraction.org)  

http://www.caregiveraction.org


PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 

Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER IS  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 

PARISH NURSES’  
BLOOD  
PRESSURE  
SCREENING 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 20 

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Planning is well underway for this year’s 

Christmas Bazaar.  It will be held in con-

junction with the annual Schoolcraft 

Christmas Walk on Friday, December 

2nd  and Saturday. December 3rd.  Our 

downtown location at DeVries Law 

Office will be open from 6 – 9 pm on 

Friday evening only.  Westminster Hall 

will be open only on Saturday from 9 

am – 3 pm.  Lunch will be available from 

11 am – 2 pm on Saturday.  Pasties and 

Chicken n’ Biscuits will be served!  Yum! 

Start thinking now how you can help 

make this event a success.  What do you 

have that will be perfect for Attic Treas-

ures or the Clothing Boutique?  Can you 

make a Craft or Bake?  Do you have 

something to Donate for the Raffle?  

Your participation is definitely needed 

and greatly appreciated! 

Donations for Attic Treasures and the 

Clothing Boutique can be dropped off at 

Westminster Hall during Tina’s office 

hours which are 8:30 am – 12:30 pm, 

Monday through Friday. If you could let 

Tina know when you’ll be dropping off 

your items she can have the front en-

trance of the basement level of West-

minster open for you. Also, anything 

can be brought on Sunday and given to 

Linda Bosma or Jackie Skinner.  Please 

have your items dropped off by 

Wednesday, November 30th.  No old 

TV’s, unfortunately they don’t sell!   

Raffle tickets will be distributed the first 

of November.  They need to be turned 

in by Sunday, November 27th.    They 

can be taken to the Church office, 

mailed in or given to Jill Strake. 

Raffle prizes may be dropped off at 

Westminster Hall or on Sundays to Deb 

Musselman. 

Craft items may be turned in at the 

Church office or to Toni or Nancy Raffer-

ty. 

Baked goods may be dropped off Friday, 

December 2nd  during office hours 

(8:30 am – 12:30 pm) or that evening 

from 6 pm to 8 pm at Westminster.  

They also can be brought in Saturday 

morning by 8:30.   

Looking forward to a FANTASTIC and 

SUCCESSFUL Bazaar!!!!! 

NEWLY ELECTED 

The Schoolcraft First Presbyterian 

Church Fall Congregational meeting was 

held on October 30, after worship ser-

vice in the sanctuary, for the purpose of 

electing two Deacons, two Elders, two 

Delegates at Large, and to approve the 

Terms of Call. 

The following were elected.  Elected to a 

three year term of Deacon Class of 2019 

are Sherrie Andersen and Debbie 

Mussleman.  Elected to a three year 

term of Elder, Class of 2019 are Ron 

Gammill and Roger Ericks.   

Elected Delegate at Large from the con-

gregation for a one year term (2017) are 

Teresa Maxam and Candy Shearer. 

The Terms of Call for 2017 were  ap-

proved as presented. 

Our thanks and appreciation to the nom-

inating committee:  Jan McNally, Linda 

Bosma, Nancy Bambacht, Kim Maxam 

and Jackie Skinner and to all the newly 

elected  nominees. 

Time to start baking and freezing  

cookies for the annual First Presbyterian 

Church Cookie Walk coming  

December 10th! 

Also, please continue to save your 

coffee cans. 


