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The Prairie Pres 

PA ST OR ’S  M E SSA G E    

“ Is  One Who Br i ng s  Out  the  S ai nt  I n  Yo u … . a S a int? ”  

question,  “Is one who brings out the 

Sainthood in You, ….a Saint?” 

 

Bob didn’t speak with me much be-

yond a greeting and a repeated nod of 

his head in affirmation of some ques-

tion I might be asking.  His persevering 

walk to church, his independent climb-

ing of the wide steps to the front door, 

these were his quiet language, and he 

spoke compellingly.  It was through 

these actions I believe God  blessed 

Bob to help bring out “sainthood” in 

many of us.  

 

I vividly remember a recent Sunday 

when one of our church family saw 

Bob coming and immediately went out 

to offer him help up the steps.  What 

this saint-filled member gave to Bob 

was something more than a lift of his 

walker.  Seeing that Bob was deter-

mined to climb the steps himself, the 

church member gave Bob the pride and 

dignity of accomplishing that goal, 

while remaining safely near, should 

there be a change in the need.  Once 

inside, other church family warmly 

greeted Bob with handshakes and 

hugs.  Again, Bob offered us a chance 

to show the sainthood of Christian 

care.  We are a caring congregation, 

but I believe it is worth noting that 

folks who bring out whatever saintli-

ness may be visible in our lives, they 

may well be saints of God inspiring us.   

 

Thank-you Bob, for your inspiration.   

Blessings to you all this month before 

All Saints Day as we look for and find, 

the sainthood in our neighbors. 

 

Bruce Brooks, Pastor 

Our Sunday church family now has an 

empty seat in the back row, in the pew 

underneath the brilliantly colored 

stained glass window.  Bob Nass sat 

there many Sundays, with his walker-

with-wheels right next to him on his 

right, and with church family on his left.  

God heard our prayers for God’s best 

for Bob, and that best included a change 

of seating to a seat of honor ‘neath one 

of heaven’s most brilliantly colored 

stained glass windows.  We will miss 

Bob very much.   

 

He didn’t want a funeral. He didn’t 

want an obituary.  But his life touched 

our lives, and we are not the same.  

When I think of Bob, I am drawn to the 



SE SS IO N NO T ES  

September 21, 2016 

Pastor Brooks opened the regularly 
scheduled session meeting with two 
short “Growing Soul” stories and prayer.  
All Elders were present.  Our guests 
were:  Peggy Crissman, Treasurer and 
Ron Gammill, Finance Committee Chair-
man. 
 
The agenda was approved. 

The question, “How do we see God 

working in our congregation?” was an-

swered with the following responses.  1.  

The wonderful church picnic held at 

Kline’s Resort.  2.  The ladies lunch at 

the Beacon Club and the Fashion show.  

Nice turn out—great fellowship.  3.  The 

Gilmore Car Show that the men who 

attend the Monday AM breakfast 

attended. Everyone had a very enjoya-

ble time.  4.  The Bean Bag Toss that 

brought great pleasure to some of the 

participants at the church picnic.   

The minutes of the previous meeting 

were approved as presented. 

The Treasurer’s Report was explained 

by Peggy and everyone had an oppor-

tunity to ask any questions that they 

had regarding the church finances.  

Much time was spent on this subject.  A 

motion to receive the Treasurer’s Re-

port was approved.  Peggy was thanked 

for giving the Elders a better under-

standing of the monthly report. 

Ron Gammill was seeking information 

as to what the responsibilities of the 

Finance Committee would be as the 

committee needs a clear picture of what 

the committee needs to focus on.  After 

much discussion regarding the need for 

a Finance Committee, a motion to re-

lease the Financial Development team 

was presented and carried.   

Christian Education Chairman, Barbara 

Barnett, reported Sunday School has 

started and is going well. 

Mission Chairman, Kim Maxam, is seek-

ing options for the Pentecost monies we 

have to donate to youth programs.  Sug-

gestions were:  Tutoring programs, 

Scouts, something for Pre-School, the 

Child Safety Program, etc.  Kim will con-

tinue to search possibilities.  Jackie re-

ported the American Legion Auxiliary 

will again contribute $300 for the Cedar 

Park Christmas Gift Certificates for 2016. 

Worship Committee Chairman, Barbara 

Barnett, reported Holy Communion was 

served to 59 people on September 4, 

2016.  On October 2, 2016, World Com-

munion Sunday, the worship committee 

is going to again decorate the church 

with world flags.  Also on October 2, a 

special guest, Dr. Peter Achuonjei, Presi-

dent and CEO of Spartan Healthcare in 

East Lansing will make a presentation 

concerning a water project for Came-

roon at coffee hour.  The Deacons are 

preparing a special coffee hour for eve-

ryone with breakfast casseroles and pas-

tries.   The choir is again practicing on 

Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM after the 

summer break. 

Elders voted to stand by the Pre-School 

contract as developed by session earlier.  

Pre-School will have a new teacher as 

Angela has accepted a position at KRE-

SA. 

The broken glass in the large stained 
glass window in the church has been 
repaired.  The artist doing the work has 
found other windows that need repair 
work done too.  He has been requested 
to make all necessary repairs to glass 
and bars.  It will be paid for by an anony-
mous donor.  (Thank you anonymous 
donor!) 
 
Stewardship Elder, Kim Maxam, will be 
working on getting Stewardship letters 
out.  A motion was made and carried to 
designate November 20 as Stewardship 
Dedication Sunday. 
 
 

Commissioner, Sue Brooks, gave a 
Presbytery report.  Much focus on 
racism.  Rules have changed and now 
we are allowed to have two elders 
attend Presbytery.  Camp Greenwood 
will not be funded as usual but believe 
it will continue to offer a camping ex-
perience.  There was quite a bit of 
emotional conversation regarding the 
camp.  No absolute decision was 
made.  Hearings will be conducted and 
the subject will come up again at Pres-
bytery in December.  The Camp is 
worth $3.5 M.  The per capita for 2017 
was adopted at $26.75.  The terms of 
call was discussed. 
 
Pastor Brooks will be on vacation No-
vember 8-14.  Dr. David McShane may 
fill the pulpit. 
 
The nomination committee was acti-
vated and the Fall Congregational 
meeting was set for October 30th 
 
There was a request to replace the rug 
in Tina’s office.  John Bambacht will 
meet with Tina to discuss replacing the 
office rug. 
 
The meeting Adjourned at 9:45 PM 
with prayer.  Next meeting will be Oc-
tober 19, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 



SUN OCT 2   WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
      PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING  
      DR. PETER ACHUONJEI  GUEST 
      DEACON LUNCH 
Liturgist: James Rafferty 
Usher/Greeter: Skip and Jackie Fox 
Coffee Hour: Deacons 
Counters:  Jackie Skinner, Sue Brooks 
Communion Team A:  Martha Gammill (P), Barbara Barnett, 
      Sue Brooks, Dave Krum 
 
 Pearl Fulton, Mason Knudsen 

MON OCT 3  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 Honey Handy, Toni Rafferty, Graeme Cameron 

TUES OCT 4  
6:00pm  Preschool Board Meeting 
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 

THURS OCT 6  
6:30pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Robert Rainwater 

FRI  OCT 7  
11:00am    Cedar Park Bible Study  

SUN OCT 9     
 
 
Liturgist: Lorraine Barton 
Usher/Greeter: Brian and Teresa Maxam 
Coffee Hour: Ron and Martha Gammill 
Counters: John Bambacht, Barbara Barnett 
 
 Dian Bambacht 
 

 

 

 

 

MON OCT 10  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 Jack Desmond 

TUES OCT 11  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts 
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
 Joy Grau 

WEDNES OCT 12  
 Jill Strake 

THURS OCT 13  
6:30pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Joyce Edwards, Chelsea Radke 

SUN OCT 16  

 

 
Liturgist: Sherrie Anderson 
Usher/Greeter: Linda Bosma, Mike McNally 
Coffee Hour: Elizabeth Shearer, Sandy Percich 
Counters: Theo DeBoer, Jackie Skinner 
 
 
 

MON OCT 17  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES OCT 18  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 

WEDNES OCT 19  
7:00pm  Session Meeting 
 John Grabowski 

THURS OCT 20  
6:30pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Donna Linders 

FRI  OCT 21  
11:00am    Cedar Park Bible Study  

SUN OCT 23  

 

  
Liturgist: Peg Crissman 
Usher/Greeter: Lorraine and Zachary Barton 
Coffee Hour: Nancy Bambacht, Candy Shearer 
Counters: Kim Maxam, John Bambacht 
 
Deacon’s Meeting 
Parish Nurses’ Blood Pressure Screening 

MON OCT 24  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 

TUES OCT 25  
3-5pm   Girl Scouts 
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 

THURS OCT 27  
6:30pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

SAT OCT 29  
 James Rafferty 

SUN OCT 30  

 
Liturgist: Elizabeth Shearer 
Usher/Greeter: Ron and Martha Gammill 
Coffee Hour: Sherrie Anderson, Linda Bosma 
Counters: Barbara Barnett, Sue Brooks 

MON OCT 31  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 Spencer Fox 

 
 

P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

 OCTOBER 2016  
SUNDAYS   THE REST OF THE WEEK   

 Celebrating a birthday! 



  Quest ions about  our chi ldr en’s  Sunday School?  Ideas? Want  to get  involved?  
Emai l  alysoncameron@mac.com 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL           

(grades PreK-4th) 

Oct 2    Communion Sunday 
Oct 9    Jacob & Esau:  
               Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40                          
   Nikki Hulinek  
Oct 16 Jacob: 
   Genesis 32:22-32; 33:1-11  
   Alyson Cameron 
Oct 23 Naomi and Ruth: Ruth 1 
   Toni Rafferty 
Oct 30 David: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
   Kim Maxam 
   
 

 

 

  

   

  

YOU T H  

ADUL TS  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Leader:      

Jill Strake 

(grades 5th-12th)  

 

Oct  2   Communion Sunday 

  

 

 

 

Our goal for Sunday School is the nurture and instruction of the children of this congrega-
tion, shaping them by the patterns of the gospel and providing them with a foundation of 

Biblical knowledge that will guide them to their own personal professions of  faith in 
God’s time. 

WH AT D O ES T HE B I BL E 

SAY AB OU T PRA Y ER ?  

Leader:  

Pastor Bruce Brooks 

 

Sundays following coffee  

fellowship in Westminster Hall 

 

September 11 and 25 

October 9,16,30 

 

Materials provided. 

CED AR PARK B IBL E  

ST UDY  

Leader:  

Barbara Barnett 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in  the Cedar Park commu-

nity room at 474 N. Cedar Street in 

Schoolcraft. 

 

Folks in our congregation are welcome 

to attend! We are just finishing up 

studying the Minor Prophets, and in 

September will begin studying what 

the Bible says about forgiveness.  

“I  am with you  

and will  watch over  

you wherever you go.”  

GENESIS 28:15  



Signs and symptoms of breast cancer 
Widespread use of screening mammograms has increased the number of 
breast cancers found before they cause any symptoms. Still some breast can-
cers are not found by mammograms, either because the test was not done or 
because even under ideal conditions mammograms do not find every breast 
cancer. 
 
Breast lump or mass 
The most common symptom of breast cancer is a new lump or mass. A mass 
that’s painless, hard, and has irregular edges is more likely to be cancer, but 
breast cancers can be tender, soft, or rounded. They can even be painful. For 
this reason, it’s important to have any new breast mass, lump, or change 
checked by a health care provider experienced in diagnosing breast diseases. 
 
Other possible symptoms of breast cancer include: 
-Swelling of all or part of a breast (even if no distinct lump is felt) -Skin irritation 
or dimpling -Breast or nipple pain -Nipple retraction (turning inward) -Redness, 
scaliness, or thickening of the nipple or breast skin -A nipple discharge other 
than breast milk -Sometimes breast cancer can spread to lymph nodes under 
the arm or around the collar bone and cause a lump or swelling there, even 
before the original tumor in the breast tissue is large enough to be felt. 
Although any of these symptoms can be caused by things other than breast 
cancer, if you have them, see your health care provider so that he or she can 
find the cause. 
 
American Cancer Society recommendations for early breast cancer detection in 
women without breast symptoms 
 
Women ages 40 to 44 should have the choice to start annual breast cancer 
screening with mammograms if they wish to do so. The risks of screening as 
well as the potential benefits should be considered. 
 
Women age 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year. 
 
Women age 55 and older should switch to mammograms every 2 years, or 
have the choice to continue yearly screening. 
Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is ex-
pected to live 10 more years or longer. 
All women should be familiar with the known benefits, limitations, and poten-
tial harms associated with breast cancer screening. They should also be familiar 
with how their breasts normally look and feel and report any changes to a 
health care provider right away. 
(Www.cancer.org) 
 
 

OCTOBER IS  BREAST CANCER  
AWARENESS MONTH 

 
OCTOBER 16 IS   

WORLD FOOD DAY 
 

What is World Food Day? 
On October 16, join the global move-
ment to end hunger. 
Be a part of the solution in your com-
munity and around the world. 
Because when it comes to hunger, the 
only acceptable number is zero. 
 
Consider making a donation of food or 
money to your local food pantry. 
  

www.worldfooddayusa.org  
 
 

Borgess Health will hold a flu clinic at 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Schoolcraft on Monday, October 10, 
2016 from 2 to 4 pm.  LOCATION:  In 
the Church Building (NOT Westmin-
ster) due to preschool being in ses-
sion. 
 
Borgess accepts all Medicare Part B 
plans and most commercial insuranc-
es as well as checks or cash. Pricing: 
trivalent fluzone vaccine $29 (age 6 
months and up). It protects against 3 
strains of flu virus; Quadrivalent flu 
vaccine $38 (age 6 months and up). It 
protects against 4 strains of flu virus;  
Pneumonia vaccine $90 (age 19 and 
up).  
 
Remember:  flu shots are recom-
mended every year for everyone over 
6 months of age. 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

http://Www.cancer.org
http://www.worldfooddayusa.org


ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
 

The Church Picnic, which had been held 
at Jim and Sandy Percich’s for several 
years, was a great success at Kline’s 
Resort on September 11th.     

Perfect weather, yummy food, games, 
and wonderful church riends made this 
outing a very special event.  

A drawing for an Olive Garden gift 
card was won by Ron Gammill and 
golf outings were won ick Rafferty and 
Sherrie Anderson.  

Kline’s Resort was the perfect venue! 
Thanks to Bob and Lorraine              
Barton for arranging for the use of the 
Club House. 

Everyone who came out had a fabu-
lous time! Looking forwardto next year! 

See you there!  

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

We invite all from our congregation to 
submit photos from our church functions 
and ministries to appear in our monthly 
Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 
Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 
photos of children will appear in the 
Photo Gallery only if the parents have 
submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 
Prairie Pres to our members and 
friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 
P r e s  o n  o u r  W e b s i t e 
(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 
without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY  

PARISH NURSES’  
BLOOD  
PRESSURE  
SCREENING 

SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 23 

 

CARDIO DRUMMING 
 
Toni Rafferty is leading “Chicks with 

Sticks”, a fun way to get in your  
cardio workout.  

Check out her facebook page, or call 
269-806-3916 for dates and times. 

https://www.facebook.com/
toni.elgersma.rafferty 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

We are very excited to continue with 
our Holy Moly! and Connect curricu-
lum again this year, and will also be 
focusing on one scripture to commit 
to memory each semester. This fall 
we will begin with Old Testament 
stories, then transition to the New 
Testament during Advent. Teaching is 
easy and fun, so if you haven't had 
the opportunity to be a helper in 
Sunday School in a while, please 
reach out to Alyson Cameron and let 
her know you are ready and willing 
to assist one of our teachers!  

You can email Alyson at  

alysoncameron@mac.com  

or call her at 917-912-4475. 

https://www.facebook.com/toni.elgersma.rafferty
https://www.facebook.com/toni.elgersma.rafferty
mailto:alysoncameron@mac.com

