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The Prairie Pres 

smoothly, some lists of guidelines are 
being made up.  It is hoped to soon 
have a permanent Temporary Supply 
Pastor.  Meanwhile, the following sup-
ply pastors are lined up:  Rev. Robert 
Barton for August 5 and 12; Rev. Wal-
ter Davis for September 2; and Candi-
date Lorie Jonkman for September 9.   
 

Our Ministry Information Form (MIF) 
has been finalized and is being ap-
proved by the appropriate parties.  It 
will soon be posted on the Presbyterian 
website so it can be read by perspective 
candidates who will send us their re-
sumes – their Pastor Information Forms 
(PIF). 
 

The income in June was $6,300, and 
the expenses were $8,500.  There was a 
computer expense of $400 this month, 
and the water bill was up, possible due 
to the constantly running toilet in the 
church (which has since been repaired).  
 

 It was decided that since our current 
investment fund is giving us a low re-
turn on our money, we will take our 
investment money out of that fund and 
invest it in three recommended funds to 
give us a higher return, thus enabling us 
to do more things for the church and to 
help it grow. 
 

Teacher Dedication will be on Sunday, 
September 9, 2018. 
 

On Communion Sunday, July 1, 2018, 
Holy Communion was served to 46 
people.   The Communion preparer for 
Sunday August 5, 2018 is John Bam-
bacht (team C – Theo DeBoer, Nancy 
Rafferty and John Barnett;  and for 
Sunday, September 2, 2018 Candy 
Shearer (team A – Marguerite Clay, 
Skip Fox, and Martha Gammill).  Jon 
Pridgeon was received into member-
ship on Sunday July 1, 2018 by Reaffir-
mation of Faith. 

Continued on   page 2 
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The July Session meeting was held on 
July 17, 2018, and opened with prayer 
by Rev. Brooks at 7:03 PM.  A quorum 
was declared present. 
 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see 
God working in our congregation?” 
 

Replies were: 

*Two members of our church 
were involved with IMPACT 
KAZOO, a Christian organiza-
tion of youth and leaders that 
repair the homes of the elderly.  
Sixteen projects were complet-
ed by approximately 100 youth 
from the area 

*The hospitality shown by the 
Deacons at the Growlers game.  
The Growlers were hot! 

*Pulpit Supply filling up nicely 

*The jobs for our college stu-
dents 

*God’s care for those on the 
road 

*The fellowship of the men on 
the golf course.  (Our pastor 
shot a 52!) 

 

There was much discussion concerning 
the upcoming transitional period be-
tween Pastor Bruce’s departure and the 
arrival of a new pastor (6-9 months).  
Arrangements are being made for peo-
ple to do things such as take out the 
dumpsters, turn the thermostat up or 
down, lock and unlock the doors, greet 
and introduce the supply pastors, take 
care of the Prayer Letter, empty the 
dehumidifiers, etc.  To help things go 
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The Deacons report that out of the 
Least Coin fund, $100 is being 
donated to the Fireman’s Associa-
tion of South County to help in-
jured firemen and to assist the fire-
men in funding some of their ac-
tivities.  Another $100 is being 
donated to South County Commu-
nity Services designating it “Fans 
for Cedar Park.”  The “Wish 
Them Well” Potluck for Pastor 
Bruce and Sue will be on Sunday, 
July 29.  As a fundraiser, Little 
Caesar’s pizza kits will be sold 
from Sunday September 9 to Sun-
day September 24.  Luminarias 
will be sold again as a fundraiser 
at Christmas.   
 

Rev. Brooks mentioned that living 
in the manse has been wonderful!!  
And, it is the newest house that he 
and Sue have ever lived in! 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:50 PM with prayer.   
 

The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Septem-
ber 18, 2018 at 7:00 PM at West-
minster Hall. 

 

Piano Dedication    July 22, 2018 



 

(*used with permission, DIY Awards.com) 

To Our Retiring Pastor 

“You have served the Lord with gladness – 

tirelessly, faithfully, and with great compassion 

for His flock. Your investment in the lives of 

others has truly made a difference; You have 

given hope and encouragement to so many. 

Now, as the day dawns on the next chapter 

in your life, may God continue to richly bless you 

and watch over you,  may the God of peace 

grant you peace now and always.”* 

“‘I know what I am planning for you,’  

says the Lord. ‘I have plans to 

give you hope and a good future.’”  

~ Jeremiah 29:11 

With Great Affection and Gratitude 

From Your Church Family 
 

 







4th  o f  JULY  PARADE  

Jon Pridgeon 



Pastor Emeritus Presentation 
 

Paul says in I Thessalonians 1:3: 
 

  “Remembering before our God and Father, your work of faith, and labor of love, and 
of steadfastness of hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Today, Bruce, we are remembering and recognizing your life of faith and your labor of 
love to us and to all of the congregations you have served.  We honor you for your long 
and dedicated life of commitment to the ministry.   We thank you on behalf of us and 
of all the other churches you have so faithfully served in your 42 years of service.   
 

Jeremiah 3:15 says:  
 

 “And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with 
knowledge and understanding.” 
 

You have been our shepherd and you have fed us with knowledge, and given us under-
standing, and you have looked after us with your very kind and loving pastoral care 
both individually and as a congregation.  For this we are so very thankful. 
 

Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Brooks, we as a congregation wish to bestow upon you the honor of 
being known to us and to others as Pastor Emeritus of Schoolcraft First Presbyterian 
Church.   
 

In conferring this honor we pledge ourselves to continued concern for your health and 
happiness.  We will hold you in our prayers and cherish the contributions you have 
made. 



 Celebrating a birthday! 

 WED AUG 1  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 

THURS AUG 2  
5:00-7:30pm    Summer Palooza in Burch Park 
 Knox Musselman, Jeff Bell 

FRI  AUG 3  
11:00am          Cedar Park Bible Study 
 

SUN AUG 5         SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

         Guest  Preacher:   Rev.  Rober t  Barton       

 

                       

 

 

                        
     
 

MON AUG 6  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 Jim Parker 

TUES AUG 7  
 Marc Fox, John Barnett, Owen Bolles 

WED AUG 8  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 

THURS AUG 9  
 Alyson Cameron 
 
 

SUN AUG 12   

        Guest  Preacher:   Rev.  Rober t  Barton      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Deacon’s Meeting 
 

MON AUG 13  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 

WED AUG 15  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 
7:00pm           Session Meeting 

THURS AUG 16  
 Ally Ray 

FRI  AUG 17  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 

SUN AUG 19    

         Guest  Preacher:   Rev.  Char les Schantz      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Skip Fox 

MON AUG 20  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 Ed Schuck 

WED AUG 22  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 
 Melody Rohrer 

SAT AUG 25  
 Clyde Springer, Melanie Gildea 

 
 

SUN AUG 26  

         Guest  Preacher:   Rev.  Wal te r  Davis  

 

 

 

 

 
   
Parish Nurse’s Blood Pressure Screenings 

MON AUG 27  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 Mark Fox 

WED AUG 29  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 

THURS AUG 30  
 Josh Bosma 

FRI  AUG 31  
 Shellie Bosma, Delainey Crissman 
 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Communion: 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:  
Nursery: 

Ron Gammill 
Jackie Skinner, Judy Linders 
Skip & Jackie Fox 
John Bambacht, Marguerite Clay 
N/A 

Sherrie Anderson 
Jan McNally, Dave Krum 
Nikki Hulinek Family 
Skip Fox, Theo DeBoer 
N/A 

Clyde Springer 
John & Barbara Barnett 
Cookies & Coffee 
Roger Ericks, Clyde Springer 
N/A 
Team C: John Bambacht (P) 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:  
Nursery: 

Elizabeth Shearer 
Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Jim & Rita Parker 
Roger Ericks, John Bambacht 
N/A 

FRI  AUG 10  
 Jeannette Houts 



NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

Keep an Eye on Ultraviolet 

(UV) Safety 

Eye medical doctors 
(ophthalmologists) caution us that too 
much exposure to UV light raises the 
risks of eye diseases, includ-
ing cataract, growths on the eye, 
and cancer. Strong exposure to 
snow reflection can also quickly 
cause painful damage called snow 

blindness. 

Growths on the eye, such 
as pterygium, can show up in our 
teens or twenties, especially in surf-
ers, skiers, fishermen, farmers, or 
anyone who spends long hours under 
the mid-day sun or in the UV-intense 
conditions found near rivers, oceans, 

and mountains. 

Diseases like cataract and eye can-
cers can take many years to devel-
op, but each time we're out in the 
sun without protection we could be 
adding damage that adds to our 
risks for these serious disorders. Ba-
bies and kids need to wear hats and 
sunglasses for this very reason. Peo-
ple of all ages should take precau-
tions whenever they are outdoors. 

Follow these tips to protect your eyes from the sun all year 

long: 

 Sun damage to eyes can occur anytime during the year, not just in 
the summertime, so be sure to wear UV-blocking sunglasses and broad-

brimmed hats whenever you're outside. 

 Don't be fooled by clouds: the sun's rays can pass through haze and thin 

   clouds. 

 Never look directly at the sun. Looking directly at the sun at any time, 
including during an eclipse, can lead to solar retinopathy, which is dam-

age to the eye's retina from solar radiation. 

 Don't forget the kids and older family members: everyone is at risk, in-
cluding children and senior citizens. Protect their eyes with hats and sun-

glasses. 

Time Outdoors May Prevent Nearsightedness in Kids 

Research shows that children who spend more time outside exposed to day-

light may reduce their risk of developing nearsightedness. So not only 

is exercise great for eye health, but now it seem that getting that exercise 

while outside may be additionally beneficial. Taking your children outside to 

play may not only help lower their risk for nearsightedness, but will also 

teach them good habits for a lifetime of eye health. (http://www.AAO.org)  

AUGUST IS  CHILDREN’S EYE HEALTH AND SAFE TY MONTH 

GUESS 
WHO ?  

https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/cataracts
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/pinguecula-pterygium
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/ocular-melanoma
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/snow-blindness
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/snow-blindness
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/pinguecula-pterygium
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/summer-sun-eye-safety
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/solar-eclipse-eye-safety
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/time-outdoors-reduces-nearsightedness
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/myopia-nearsightedness
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/exercise-eyes-vision-4
http://www.AAO.org)


We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Kristi in the 

church office.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 

Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 

without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY 

PARISH NURSES’  

BLOOD PRESSURE  

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

AUGUST’S  GUESS WHO  

IS  

S U N D A Y   

A U G U S T  

 2 6  

 

Schoolcraft Summer      
PALOOZA 2018  

hosted by Friends of the      
Library. 

August 2 from 5:00 - 7:30pm 
in Burch Park. 

Family fun for all ages including games, food, music, and                
craft vendors. 

Once again our church will be sponsoring the duck pond booth and a 
few church members will be sponsoring a selfie photo booth 
for the Eagle’s Nest.  It’s is a free, family fun filled even-

ing in the park. 

Bring the kids, grandkids or just yourself and visit the 
many activities going on.   

Hope to c u on the 2nd of August! 

Questions?  Call Jan McNally 679-5811 

Our annual church picnic will take place on:     

The Deacons will provide sandwich makings (turkey, ham, pulled pork, 
cheese, condiments and buns), lemonade, bottled water, watermelon 
and tableware.  

We will be circulating a sign up sheet for dishes to pass later in August. 
There will be games to play, wonderful food, lovely grounds and          
clubhouse area. Please plan to join us! 

John Barnett 

During the period between Pastor 

Bruce’s departure and the arrival of 

our new Pastor, there will be a period 

of time (possibly 6-9 months) when 

there will no doubt be additional 

need with more work.  We appreciate 

all that you do for the church--our 

congregation is, and has always been, 

a congregation that says “yes.”  Dur-

ing this transitional period, the Elders 

and Deacons hope that the church 

will continue to run as smoothly as it 

usually does.  However, in order to 

make that happen, the church’s re-

source base might have to be en-

larged a bit.  During that time, we 

may need more of your help! 

TRANSIT IONAL PERIOD 


