The Prairie Pres
A PUBLICATION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SCHOOLCRAFT, MI
Vol. 21 Issue 7

I N T HIS ISS U E:
1

Pa s to r’s Me s sa g e

2

S e ss ion No te s

3

Ret ir e men t Rema r k s

4

C a len da r I ns er t

5

Vol unt ee r A ppr ec ia tio n

6

Pa ri s h N ur se

7

Announcements
F IR S T PR ESBY TER I AN
C H URC H
SC H OO LC R AF T,
M IC HI GA N
224 Eas t C ass Str eet
PO Box 635
Sc hoolcraf t, MI 49087

(269) 679-4062
office@fpcos.org
PA S TO R

Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Brooks
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Kristi Eiden

O RG A N I S T /
PIANIST

Cherie Ericks

C H O I R D I R E C TO R

Harriett Swartz
CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

Kim Maxam

PA R I S H N U R S E S

Sherrie Anderson,
Nikki Hulinek
TREASURER

John Barnett

WEB DESIGNER

Mic helle Roms tadt
C U S TO D I A N

Marion Compton

J U LY 2 0 1 8

www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“You Are a Joy!”
Schoolcraft First Presbyterian
Church Family and Friends, YOU
ARE A JOY!
You radiate care, love of neighbor,
warmth, welcome teasings that
make one smile, and laughter. You
are, and have been a JOY to serve
as Pastor for the past five years.
THANK-YOU!
Come the end of this month, July
31, Sue and I will be moving to our
family cottage-cabin at 1961 Second
Street, Onekama, Michigan 49675.
It is a place that has been special for
the Brooks family since my Grandparents purchased the land from a
farmer back in 1918. This summer is
that centennial. My brother Steve
and his wife Carolyn live but fifty
yards down the drive. Amy and Kevin, our daughter and son-in-law are
an hour and a quarter to the East in
Cadillac. My Dad, Alec Brooks is
continuing at Rosebush Presbyterian Manor a two hour drive from the
cottage. So, we will be closer to
family. If you find yourself traveling
north and west that way, we would
love to see you.
One of the changes after July, is
that we will no longer be in a Pastor
and Parish relationship. That relationship for me has been an exceptional and dear gift! I have truly
experienced Joy from and through
you folks, and I am thankful to you
and to God for this caring blessing.
What will continue, however, is

friendship! You have already been
and you will continue to be our
friends, our good friends, our dear
friends.

So when it comes to matters of
Schoolcraft First Presbyterian
Church decisions and directions, I
will no longer be a voice in those.
Your voices and the voice of your
next pastor will shepherd your way
forward. And when it comes to
particular sacred events in the life
of Schoolcraft First Presbyterian
Church such as: baptisms, weddings, and funerals, I will no longer
be the officiant pastor. That privilege and blessing will belong to
your next pastor(s).
However, when it comes to matters
of Schoolcraft First Presbyterian
Church life, we will be very much
interested in hearing and knowing,
as good friends find enjoyment and
blessing in hearing and knowing
one another’s goings-on. And when
it comes to matters of prayer, I believe that good friends have always
held one another in deepest prayer
before our God.
In the name of the one who calls us
and goes before us, the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.
You all will ever be in our prayers.
With care and love and Joy,
Bruce Brooks, Pastor, now Friend

JUNE SESSION NOTES

The June Session meeting was held
on June 19, 2018, and opened with
prayer by Rev. Brooks at 7:03 PM.
A quorum was declared present.
Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we
see God working in our congregation?”
Replies were:
*A very smooth start to our
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) with great cooperation and communication
with session
*Members caring for other
members with such thoughtfulness and love
*Another successful school
year finished by our church
children and youth
An insurance proposal from the program: Insurance Board, a nonprofit
corporation which specifically
serves to provide churches with the
best church insurance available, was
presented to session. The proposal
cost is approximately the same as
our last carrier, but the coverage, a
blanket-coverage, is superior. The
value of the buildings has been increased. It was decided to retain
this carrier for our Workers’ Compensation as well.
There was considerable discussion
concerning the transitional period
from Pastor Bruce’s retirement until
the arrival of a new pastor. It was
thought that since it might possibly
be nine months before a new pastor
is installed, it would be desirable for
us to have some continuity. After
discussing the different possible
pastoral relationships, it was decided that a Temporary Supply Pastor
might best suit our needs, so Session has begun to investigate this
possibility. Other matters concerning the transitional running of the
church were also discussed. There
will be more presented on this later.

The pledges were down in June with
an operation loss of $500. But overall, efforts to keep expenses low
have been paying off as shown by
receipts/expenditures. Our deficit is
steadily going down. Possible uses
of the manse following Rev.
Brooks’ retirement were discussed.
On Communion Sunday, June 3,
2018, Holy Communion was served
to 60 people. The Communion preparer for Sunday July 1, 2018 is
Sherrie Anderson (team B), and for
Sunday, August 5, 2018 is John
Bambacht (team C).
It has been decided that a reliable
“Keeper of the Gate,” with a key for
Westminster and for the sanctuary is
needed for any emergency that
might arise.
The Deacons report that the Growlers Game outing will be on Sunday,
July 15, 2018 with a cost of $9 per
person which includes a hat, for 1st
or 3rd baseline bleacher seats. Each
attendee will receive $1 to spend at
the game. A potluck meal and celebration program for Rev. Brooks’
retirement is being planned.
Many from our church attended the
Presbytery Meeting in Edwardsburg
on June 12, 2018 to support Pastor
Bruce in his retirement: Carol
Schuck, Wanda Arbuckle, John
Bambacht, Roger Ericks, Judy Linders, Jackie Skinner, Marguerite
Clay, Chuck Miller, and John and
Barbara Barnett. Carol Schuck
gave a short speech on behalf of the
congregation. Rev. Brooks remarked that he was very thankful for
all the support shown for him at the
meeting. He said that it meant a lot
to him.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25
with prayer.

A special congregational meeting
is scheduled for Sunday, July 1,
2018 after worship in the sanctuary to nominate Jon Pridgeon to
the PNC. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July
17, 2018 at 7:00 PM at Westminster Hall.

When our Clerk of Session asked
if I would speak at today’s
meeting, I hesitated for a brief
moment. But that hesitation
quickly turned to thoughts of
what a privilege it would be to
spend a few minutes today honoring Bruce.
When Bruce answered the call
to serve as our next pastor at
Schoolcraft, it was a very exciting and fulfilling time for us as
a congregation, as we were at
the end of a very long process of
finding the right pastor to serve
us – one that would guide us
and teach us how to honor and
serve God in today’s world.
Pastor Bruce was, and is, everything we were searching for and
I’ll be honest, we are not quite
ready to see him leave, even
though we are so thrilled for
him to reach this much deserved milestone after 48 years
in the ministry. Bruce has
served our church with grace,
kindness and compassion, and it
will be difficult to see him leave.
I, personally, have gotten to
know Bruce even more in the
last several months when a few
of us accepted “the call from
the pulpit” one Sunday morning
to volunteer in the church
office. My day to work was
Tuesday and I feel fortunate to

have been able to serve in that
capacity and get to know Bruce
from a different perspective,
that of a guiding teacher. For
Bruce, that meant having a
different volunteer (and different personality!) in the office
every day of the week. This
arrangement did not offer too
much continuity but he survived, and I’m happy to say
(especially for him) that we
now have a permanent administrative assistant.
With this nice representation of
our church men here today, I
would be remiss if I didn’t mention the men’s weekly breakfast
that was formed. It was so successful, that it continued on in
the form of a weekly golf outing
as well as other activities.
Every pastor brings unique and
lasting memories to a church,
and one of our most endearing
memories of Bruce will be the
bagpipes! He has enhanced our
worship with his music as well
as with his messages and scripture.
We now find ourselves at the
beginning of the search process
after five wonderful years with
Pastor Bruce. This process is
always a little daunting but with
Bruce being able to announce
his retirement plans early, we

have all had time to take a
deep breath and start thinking
about our vision for the future
and what a new pastor might
be able to offer our congregation.
On behalf of our members and
friends and the Schoolcraft
community, we wish Pastor
Bruce and Sue all the best as
they begin the next phase of
their life serving God.

SUN JULY 1

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

Liturgist:
Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Hour:
Counters:
Nursery:
Communion:

Teresa Maxam
Deb Musselman, Marion Hobaugh
John and Barbara Barnett
Theo DeBoer, Marguerite Clay
N/A
Team B: Sherrie Anderson (P)

SUN JULY 8
Liturgist:
Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Hour:
Counters:
Nursery:

Martha Gammill
Candy Shearer, Elizabeth Shearer
Linda Bosma, Sherrie Anderson
Clyde Springer, Skip Fox
N/A

Rev. Nelson Lumm / Pulpit Supply

SUN JULY 15
Liturgist:
Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Hour:
Counters:
Nursery:

Nancy Rafferty
Skip and Jackie Fox
Nancy Rafferty
Roger Ericks, John Bambacht
N/A

MON JULY 2
8:00am
Men’s Breakfast
 Larry Farris, Carol Woodburn, Andrew Romstadt
WED JULY 4
6:30pm
Holy Hoopers Westminster Parking Lot (weekly)
FRI JULY 6
11:00am
Cedar Park Bible Study
 Marguerite Clay
SAT JULY 7
 Bruce Brooks, Elaina Rose Erdos
MON JULY 9
8:00am
Men’s Breakfast
 Katelyn Fox
T U ES J U L Y 1 0
 Ron Gammill, Abby Hulinek
WED JULY 11
6:30pm
Holy Hoopers Westminster Parking Lot (weekly)
THURS JULY 12
 Pete Gildea
MON JULY 16
8:00am
Men’s Breakfast
WED JULY 18
6:30pm
Holy Hoopers Westminster Parking Lot (weekly)
FRI JULY 20
11:00am
Cedar Park Bible Study
 Cody Maxam

Deacon’s Growlers Game Outing
P ar is h Nur se 's B lo o d P r e s s ur e S cr e e n i ng

SUN JULY 22
Liturgist:
Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Hour:
Counters:
Nursery:

Peg Crissman
Eric and Darcy Bolles
Peg Crissman, Janet Bresson
Marguerite Clay, Clyde Springer
N/A

SUN JULY 29
Liturgist:
Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Hour:
Counters:
Nursery:

Roger Ericks
Bob Rainwater, Nancy Rafferty
Jackie Skinner, Kim Maxam
Theo DeBoer, Skip Fox
N/A

MON JULY 23
8:00am
Men’s Breakfast
T U ES J U L Y 2 4
 Trent Rhoda, Paula Vander Hoven, Kylie Linders
WED JULY 25
6:30pm
Holy Hoopers Westminster Parking Lot (weekly)
THURS JULY 26
 Tara Knudsen

MON JULY 30
8:00am
Men’s Breakfast
 Madison Crissman

Celebration Potluck for Rev. Bruce Brooks
 Corbin Hulinek
 Celebrating a birthday!

John Barnett, Linda Bosma, Cherie Ericks, Carol Schuck,
Nancy Bambacht, Jackie Skinner, Wanda Arbuckle,
Sherrie Anderson
“Thank you for generously, kindly, creatively, effectively,
perseveringly, and still smilingly providing continuity in the
church office and in the preparation of the worship bulletins
and office communications. You were the voice and face of
Schoolcraft First Presbyterian Church welcome and hospitality.
THANK-YOU!
You also provided significant relief for our church budget.
Thank-you, Again!”

NE W S F O R YO U
F RO M

Parish Nurse

Sherrie Anderso n

J ULY I S J UVE NI LE ART HRIT IS AWARE NESS MONT H

Juvenile Arthritis

What is Juvenile Arthritis?

Juvenile scleroderma. Scleroderma, which
literally means “hard skin,” describes a
group of conditions that causes the skin

Juvenile arthritis (JA) is not a disease in itself.
Also known as pediatric rheumatic disease, JA
is an umbrella term used to describe the many
autoimmune and inflammatory conditions or
pediatric rheumatic diseases that can develop
in children under the age of 16. Juvenile arthritis affects nearly 300,000 children in the
United States.

to tighten and harden.
Kawasaki disease. This disease causes

Arthritis Symptoms
Each of the different types of JA have their
own set of signs and symptoms.

blood-vessel inflammation that can
lead to heart complications.
Mixed connective tissue disease. This dis-

You can read more specifics about the dis-

ease may include features of arthritis,

eases by following the links above, and by

lupus dermatomyositis and scleroder-

visiting the Arthritis Foundation’s website

ma, and is associated with very high

dedicated to pediatric rheumatic diseases,

Although the various types of juvenile arthritis

levels of a particular antinuclear anti-

share many common symptoms, like pain,

body called anti-RNP.

joint swelling, redness and warmth, each type

Juvenile

Fibromyalgia. This chronic pain syndrome

Juvenile
Arthritis Treatment

of JA is distinct and has its own special con-

is an arthritis-related condition, which

cerns and symptoms. Some types of juvenile

can cause stiffness and aching, along

arthritis affect the musculoskeletal system,

with fatigue, disrupted sleep and other

Unfortunately, there is no cure for juvenile

symptoms. More common in girls, fi-

arthritis, although with early diagnosis and

bromyalgia is seldom diagnosed before

aggressive treatment, remission is possible.

puberty.

The goal of treatment is to relieve inflam-

but joint symptoms may be minor or nonexistent. Juvenile arthritis can also involve the
eyes, skin, muscles and gastrointestinal tract.

mation, control pain and improve the

Types of Juvenile Arthritis

Juvenile Arthritis Causes
No known cause has been pinpointed for

Juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA). Considered
the most common form of arthritis, JIA
includes six subtypes: oligoarthritis, polyarthritis, systemic, enthesitis-related,

most forms of juvenile arthritis, nor is there
evidence to suggest that toxins, foods or
allergies cause children to develop JA. Some

juvenile psoriatic arthritis or undifferenti-

research points toward a genetic predispo-

ated.

sition to juvenile arthritis, which means the

Juvenile dermatomyositis. An inflammatory
disease, juvenile dermatomyositis causes
muscle weakness and a skin rash on the
eyelids and knuckles.
Juvenile lupus. Lupus is an autoimmune disease. The most common form is
systemic lupus erythematosus, or SLE.
Lupus can affect the joints, skin, kidneys,
blood and other areas of the body.

combination of genes a child receives from
his or her parents may cause the onset of JA
when triggered by other factors.

child’s quality of life.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
P AR I S H N UR S ES ’
B LO O D PR ESS UR E
SC R EE N IN G

G R OW L ER ’ S G AM E OU T IN G

Peanuts, Popcorn .... and
Baseball Caps
The Deacons have organized another
outing to watch The Growler’s Baseball
Team on Sunday, July 15. Cost is $9 per
person which includes a baseball cap.
Nancy Rafferty is coordinating this event.
Please join us!

SUNDAY
JULY
15

CELEBRATE
Bob & Peg’s
50th Wedding
Anniversary
Saturday, July 14, 2018
4:00-7:00 p.m.
14312 South 6th Street

Sunday, July 29, 2017
You are invited to the "Wish Them
Well" Potluck on Sunday, July 29
following church. That service will be Pastor Bruce's last before
his retirement on July 31. The Deacons will be circulating a sign
up sheet for dishes to pass and other items needed. Please join us
as we celebrate our time with Pastor Bruce and Sue and wish
them well!

Please no gifts.
Your presence is the greatest
gift.

J U LY ’S G UES S W HO
IS

We invite all from our congregation to submit photos from our church functions and
ministries to appear in our monthly Prairie Pres newsletters.
Photos may be submitted to Tina or Pastor Bruce. Please remember that photos of
children will appear in the Photo Gallery only if the parents have submitted a Picture
Release form.
All photos will only be sent out in the Prairie Pres to our members and friends. We will
be posting the Prairie Pres on our Website at(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com)

Barbara Barnett

P H OT O G A L LER Y IN VI T A T IO N

S UB MISS IO N DE A D LIN E FOR
M ON T H LY NEW S LE TT ER
I S T H IRD WE D NES DAY

