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The Prairie Pres 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE        “Only You...Can Fil l . . .Your Shoes!”  

Rev. Marjorie Warner Longwood, 
who I knew as a colleague pas-
tor in Lake Michigan Presby-
tery for eight years 

Rev. Paula Vander Hoven, who 
was familiar with the Christian 
Reformed Community around 
McBain and Falmouth and Vo-
gel Center, and whose profes-
sional welcome and support 
meant a great deal to me in 
discerning God’s call to this 
place and to you. 

So I thank-you for letting me wear, 
and encouraging me to fill  
My own shoes 
And not their shoes 
through these past wonderful five 
years. 
 

My prayer is that you will continue 
to be as encouraging to your next 
pastor 
that they may wear and best fill 
their own shoes. 
God knows our feet, and  
God knows our fit. 
 

In the meantime, you each have 
your own shoes to wear and to fill, 
Shoes that no one else is able, and 
gifted, and compassioned to fill. 
Fill them.  
You were meant to be a unique 
blessing!   
 
 
With care and prayer, 
Bruce Brooks, Pastor 
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Thank-you Schoolcraft First Presby-
terian Church Family and Friends,  
for your encouragement to run in 
my own shoes,  
and not in the shoes of a previous 
pastor.   
 

Whenever there are people-
changes in our lives, we see things, 
irreplaceable things  
that have touched and blessed our 
life with some expression of God’s 
goodness.  
We may even find ourselves saying 
something like,  

“Those are going to be hard 
shoes to fill.”                                    
But I wonder,                                    
and I commend that the main rea-
son for the blessing we experienced 
is because the people around that 
person granted them the space and 
encouragement to 

“wear their own God-gifted 
shoes”.                                               
No one else could wear them as 
well as they wore them.  

                                                   
I have known some of your pastors 
who have preceded me in serving 
with you in caring Christian minis-
try:  
Rev. Oliver Page, who also served 

in the McBain and Lake City 
Presbyterian Churches 

Rev. Kurt Stiansen, who journeyed 
with me through the McCor-
mick Theological Seminary 
Doctor of Ministry program 

 



M AY SE SS I ON N OT E S 

 

The May Session meeting was held 
on May 15, 2018, and opened with 
prayer by Rev. Brooks at 7:05 PM.  
A quorum was declared present. 
 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see 
God working in our congregation?” 
 

Replies were: 

*The willingness of our 
faithful and devoted mem-
bers who offered to be on 
the PNC. 

*The open and receptive 
responses of Pine Island 
Presbyterian Church and 
our church to a possible 
shared-ministry in some 
form in the future. 

*The beneficial accomplish-
ment of the Cedar House 
project 

 

The Pulpit Nominating Committee 
(PNC) members are:  Sherrie Ander-
son, Nancy Bambacht, John Bar-
nett, Lorraine Barton, Linda Bosma, 
Roger Ericks, and Clyde Springer.  
We are very thankful that they 
have agreed to help us find our 
next pastor.  The PNC’s first 
meeting will be Sunday, June 3, 
2018, at 11:30 at Westminster Hall 
with our Committee on Ministry 
(COM) counselor, Rev. John Brown. 
 

There has been discussion with the 
Pine Island Presbyterian Church 
(located at Texas Corners in a small 
shopping mall – 7888 S. 8th Street, 
Kalamazoo) about some type of a 
possible shared-ministry sometime 
in the future.  There is an on-going 
conversation about the diverse pos-
sibilities. 

 

In April we took in more income 
than we spent for expenses, and, 
since we have a deficit budget, that 
means we are “catching up.”  The 
figures are encouraging.  The deficit 
would have been $5,791, but is 
$486.  It is hoped to have a recur-
ring finance report again soon in the 
Sunday bulletins. 
 

Our Christian Education Director, 
Kim Maxam, has the Sunday school 
teachers and lessons planned out to 
the end of the year.  We are thank-
ful for those who have volunteered 
to serve as needed for the nursery. 
 

The church Spring Clean-Up on Sat-
urday, April 22, 2018, went very 
well with eight volunteers.  We 
were especially grateful for Wayne 
York’s help with his John Deere to 
“trash the trash” we raked up.  
Thanks also to Jim Parker for fixing 
our sanctuary toilet which was con-
stantly running, and running up our 
water bill! 
 

On Communion Sunday, May 6, 
2018, Holy Communion was served 
to 43 people.   The Communion pre-
parer for June 3, is Martha Gammill 
(team A), and for Sunday, July 1, 
Sherrie Anderson (team B) 
 

The Deacons will host a special ap-
preciation coffee hour Sunday, June 
10, 2018, to thank the administra-
tive assistant volunteers who 
helped out with the office work 
after Tina left:  Cherie Ericks, Carol 
Schuck, Nancy Bambacht, Linda Bos-
ma, Sherrie Anderson,  Jackie Skin-
ner, Wanda Arbuckle, and John Bar-
nett.  The Deacons sent out Gift Cer-
tificates to our students in college:  
Madison Crissman, Taylor Coates, 

Adam Michielsen, Spencer Fox, Kat 
Ray, Andrew Romstadt, Wyatt Bos-
ma, and Mina DeBoer.  The Grizzlies 
Game outing will be on Sunday, July 
15, 2018 with a cost of $9 per per-
son which includes a hat, for 1st or 
3rd baseline bleacher seats.  Each 
attendee will receive $1 to spend at 
the game. 
 

The next Presbytery meeting is on 
June 12, 2018, at Edwardsburg First 
Presbyterian Church.  At this 
meeting, Presbytery will formally 
dissolve the pastoral relationship as 
Pastor Bruce will be retiring.  Dele-
gates from our church are invited to 
attend.  Carol Schuck will speak on 
behalf of our congregation on the 
floor of Presbytery at this time.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
with prayer.  The next regular 
meeting will be June 19, 2018 at 
7:00 PM at Westminster Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE’S  GUESS WHO?  

Answer: Roger Ericks 



 Celebrating a birthday! 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FRI  JUNE 1  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

 
 

SUN JUNE 3     SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

Meet ing of  the  PNC with  Rev .  John Brown of  the  
Presbytery Commit tee On Min is t ry  

  

 

 

                       

 

 

                        

 
 

MON JUNE 4  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:15pm          Girl Scout’s 
 Peggy Radke 

TUES JUNE 5  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm           Boy Scouts 

WED JUNE 6  
3-5pm           Girl Scouts 

THURS JUNE 7  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm          Choir Rehearsal 
 

SUN JUNE 10   APPRECIATION COFFEE HOUR  

Honor  those  who helped cover  the  Church Off ice  
dur ing the  t ransi t ion between our  Administ rat ive  
Assis tants .  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON JUNE 11  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:15pm          Girl Scout’s 

TUES JUNE 12  
                     Presbytery Meeting- 
                     Edwardsburg, MI 
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm          Boy Scouts 

WED JUNE 13  
3-5pm           Girl Scouts 
 

SUN JUNE 17   FATHER’S  DAY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Par ish Nurse ' s  B lood Pressure Screen ing  

MON JUNE 18  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 Dick Grau, Keegan Batt 

TUES JUNE 19  
7:00pm          Session Meeting 

WED JUNE 20  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 

FRI  JUNE 22  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Jackie Skinner 

SAT JUNE 23  
 Eric Bolles 

SUN JUNE 24   GUEST PREACHER  

Our  Guest  Preacher  i s  Commissioned Rul ing   
E lder,  David Habicht  f rom the  Albion Fi rs t     
P resbyter ian Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MON JUNE 25  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 Brian Maxam 

WED JUNE 27  
6:30pm           Holy Hoopers  Westminster Parking Lot (weekly) 
 Max Desmond 

FRI  JUNE 29  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Communion: 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
 
 

Sherrie Anderson 
Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Dave Krum, Jan McNally 
Marguerite Clay, John Bambacht 
Team A: Martha Gammill (P) 

Elizabeth Shearer 
Brian & Teresa Maxam 
Jackie Skinner, Kim Maxam 
Theo DeBoer, Clyde Springer 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
 
 

Dave Krum 
Linda Bosma, Mike McNally 
Marion Hobaugh 
Roger Ericks, Skip Fox 
 

Jackie Skinner 
Jackie Skinner, Judy Linders 
Cookies & Coffee 
John Bambacht, Clyde Springer 
 

THURS JUNE 14  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm          Choir Rehearsal 
 Adam Michielsen, Martha Gammill, 

Roger Ericks 

FRI  JUNE 15  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Sarah Erdos 

SAT JUNE 16-SAT JUNE 23  
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. meets in St. Louis 

FRI  JUNE 8  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 

SAT JUNE 21-FRI  JUNE 29  
Bruce at the Ohio Scottish Arts School 
in Oberlin, Ohio 
 



Events  for  Rev. Brooks’ Ret irement  

Tuesday, June 12, 9:00 am – there will be a recognition of Pastor Bruce’s retirement at a Presbytery meeting.   

 

As the Presbytery was the governing body that ordained your pastor, it will be the Presbytery that will formally act 
to dissolve the pastoral relationship and to designate the retiring pastor as honorable retired.  This will be done at 
the Presbytery meeting closest (and prior) to the date of retirement.  The Committee on Ministry will present the 
minister with a certificate of honorable retirement at that time, and a member of your congregation will speak on 
the floor of Presbytery at that time.  Delegates from your church are invited to attend this Presbytery meeting in  
support of their retiring pastor. 

 

This Presbytery meeting will be held Tuesday, June 12, 9:00 am at: 

 

Edwardsburg Presbyterian Church, 68961 Lake Street, Edwardsburg, MI, with registration starting at 9:00 am.  

 

Lunch will be a boxed lunch of a vegetarian wrap, a turkey sub, a chicken salad croissant, or a ham and turkey club.  
There will also be potato salad, chips, fruit and cookies.  The cost of the lunch will be $8.  The deadline for reserva-
tions is Friday, June 1, at 12:00. 

 

There is a sign-up sheet for anyone who wishes to go, so reservations can be made for all.  Please call either the 
office or Barbara Barnett if you are planning on attending. 

 

****** 

 

Sunday, July 29, 10:00 am – special events at church and Westminster  

 

On Pastor Bruce’s last Sunday preaching for us, there will be: 

 

 A Special Worship Service followed by  

 A Potluck Meal and Celebration  

 

to honor Bruce for his care of us, and for his long and dedicated life of commitment to the ministry. 

 

Guests and relatives are expected to join us for this celebratory worship service, meal, and program. 

 

There will be more information coming as these events are planned. 



1 0  WA R NI NG S IG N S OF  A L ZH EI ME R ' S  
 

1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life (asking for the same information over and 
over, forgetting recently learned information).   

2. Challenges in planning or solving problems (may have difficulty concentrating, 
keeping track of bills or following a recipe). 

3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work or at leisure ( find it hard to 
complete daily tasks, drive to a familiar location or remember rules of a game). 

4. Confusion with time or place ( lose track of seasons, dates and passage of time; 
forget where they are or how they got there). 

5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships (may have difficul-
ty reading or judging distance, determining color or contrast). 

6. New problems with words in speaking or writing ( have trouble following a con-
versation, have no idea how to continue, call things by the wrong name). 

7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps ( put things in unusual 
places, lose things and be unable to go back over steps to find them). 

8. Decreased or poor judgment (use poor judgment when dealing with money, pay 
less attention to grooming or keeping clean). 

9. Withdrawal from work or social activities ( remove themselves from hobbies, 
sports or work projects;  remembering how to complete a favorite hobby or keep 
up with a favorite sports team). 

10. Changes in mood or personality (become confused, suspicious, fearful, de-
pressed or anxious; become easily upset when out of their comfort zone). 

 

If you notice these signs in yourself or someone you know, schedule an appoint-
ment with your doctor. 

With early detection you can get maximum benefit from available treatments, have 
time to plan for the future, build a care team and support network, and locate care 
and support services for yourself and your loved ones. 

(http://www.alz.org)  

 

 

 

 

JUNE IS  ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH  

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

June 18-22 Is Lightning Safety               
Awareness Week 

WHEN THUNDER ROARS, GO INDOORS! 

Lightning can strike as far as 25 miles 
away from its parent thunderstorm. If 
you hear thunder, you are within strik-
ing distance. Seek safe shelter immedi-
ately.  Go Indoors and Stay There Until 
30 Minutes After the Last Clap of Thun-
der. 
 

Where To Go: the safest location is in-
side a large enclosed structure with 
plumbing and electrical wiring. If no 
substantial building is available, then an 
enclosed metal vehicle such as car, van 
or bus would be suitable. 
 

Where NOT To Go: buildings with ex-
posed sides are NOT safe (such as picnic 
pavilions, sheds, car ports, dugouts, 
porches). Vehicles that are NOT safe 
include convertibles, golf carts, tractors, 
construction equipment. 
 

Lightning Safety Guidelines While Inside 
Shelter to Keep You Safe: 

1. Don't use corded phones                      
2. Stay away from windows and doors   
3. Don't touch electrical equipment or 
cords                                                             
4. Avoid plumbing                                       
5. Refrain from touching concrete        
surfaces                                                              
6. If inside a vehicle, roll windows up , 
avoid contact with conducting paths 
leading to outside of vehicle ( ignition, 
metal surfaces, electronic devices 
plugged in for charging).                 
(http://www.weather.gov)  

Alzheimer's is a brain disease that causes a slow decline in memory, thinking and reasoning skills. There are 10 warning signs and symp-
toms that may be experienced in varying degrees. If you notice any of them, please see a doctor.  

WITH EARLY DETECTION, YOU CAN: Get the maximum benefit from available treatments, have more time to plan for the future,  

participate in building the right care team and social support network, locate care and support services for you and your loved ones 

Learn more: 

TREATMENTS / FIND A CLINICAL STUDY 

http://www.alz.org)
http://www.weather.gov)


We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Tina or 

Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 

Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 

without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY 

PARISH NURSES’  

BLOOD PRESSURE  

SCREENING 

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

S U N D A Y   

J U N E  1 7  

GUESS WHO ?  

GROWLER’S  GAME OUTING  

Peanuts, Popcorn .... and     

Baseball Caps 

The Deacons have organized another 

outing to watch The Growler’s Baseball 

Team on Sunday, July 15. Cost is $9 per 

person which includes a baseball cap.   

Nancy Rafferty is coordinating this event. 

Please join us! 


