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The Prairie Pres 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE             “May We Fill  our Name and Our Calling”  

                                         
 And here on the “prairie” in and 
around Schoolcraft, I find that we are 
doing just that. We are noticing.        
We are caring. We are standing with.
….and we are carrying with ….one 
another.  We are “Prairie Pres byteri-
ans).”                                                  

                                             
 Now while the word, “press” has 
definite “printing- press” associations, 
the word “press” also has a summons to 
it. Consider what Paul calls for in Phi-
lippians 3:14-16 

14 I press on toward the goal of 
   the heavenly call of God in  
   Christ Jesus.  

15 Let those of us then who are 
   mature be of the same mind;  

 and if you think differently  
   about anything,  this too God  
   will reveal to you.  

16 Only let us hold fast to what 
   we have attained.             

                                         
 Hence, here on the “prairie” in and 
around Schoolcraft, we “press-on” to 
God’s call from above, seeking togeth-
er to discern God’s voice, and holding 
fast to what God through us accom-
plishes.   

                                         
Blessings to and through us, as we fill 
our name and calling, 

With care and prayer,  
Bruce Brooks, Pastor 
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Prairie Pres and Prairie Press 
 
What’s in a name?  

I believe legacy is in a name.            
   I believe roots are in a name. 
   I believe what we have   
   received from the past is in a 
   name.                                      
I also believe “Calling” is in a name;  

God’s calling of who we are to 
   be  

 and what we are to do in the   
   present and future, as we hear 
   God’s call.        

                                               
 Recently I learned from members of 
our church family that our newsletter, 
which we have in recent years, titled 
“Prairie Press” used to be titled “Prairie 
Pres” short for “Prairie Presbyterians”.  
And We may be challenged by the leg-
acy and calling in each.  

 
Consider one of the early plac-

es in the Bible where we find our Pres-
byterian name.  Take a look at Numbers 
11:16-17. 

16 So the Lord said to Moses, 
 "Gather for me seventy of the  

   elders = presbyters                   
   of Israel, whom you know to 
   be the elders = presbyters of  
   the people …. bring them to  
   the tent of meeting, and have 
   them take their place there  
   with you. 

17 I will come down and talk  
   with you there; and I will take 
   some of the spirit that is on  
   you and put it on them; and  
   they shall bear the burden of  
   the people along with you so 
   that you will not bear it all by 
   yourself.       

                                     
 Do we catch the legacy here?  Pres-
byterians are part of the community of 
faith who stand with one another so that 
no one in the community bears their 
burden alone.   

 



APR IL S ES SI ON N O TE S  

APRIL 2018 SESSION NOTES 

 

The April Session meeting was held on 
April 17, 2018, and opened with prayer by 
Rev. Brooks at 7:03 PM.  A quorum was 
present. 

 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see God 
working in our congregation?” 

 

Replies were: 

*The continued progress of a 
church project moving forward in 
a positive, effective and timely 
manner. 

*Our precious church children 
and youth safely back in school 
after a period of refreshment. 

 

The Self-Assessment for the church has 
been collected and tabulated.  Session will 
have a special meeting after church April 
29, 2018, with our representatives from 
Commission of Ministry (COM) present.  At 
that time the information will be discussed 
to determine the type of pastor the assess-
ments suggest our church may want.  After 
this meeting we can then begin assembling 
the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).   

 

A letter was received from Presbytery 
which read in part:  On behalf of the Pres-
bytery, Synod and General Assembly, we 
want to thank you for your congregation’s 
generous Shared Directed Mission commit-
ment for 2018 of $1,150.00.  We also want 
to thank you for your payment of 2017 Per 
Capita.  We know in these difficult times 
hard decisions were made and we are 
grateful for your attention to these im-
portant aspects of our lives together.  With 
the support of your congregation we can 
continue our journey of being the Church 
God is calling us to be. 

 

Our budget is on track.  We are not gaining 
nor are we losing; nothing major, nothing 
minor.  We are alright.  It was mentioned 
that not having had to pay an administra-
tive assistant for a time has helped us to 
catch up.  Session is looking into ways we 
might earn more money from our         
investments.   We want to be good stew-
ards being fiscally responsible of the 

church’s money.  As John Calvin said, “we 
must be careful of our money so we are 
able to do good things.” 

 

The Sunday school teachers and lessons are 
planned out to the end of the year.  As it 
has been difficult to find volunteers to sign 
up for nursery, and as there are usually no 
children for the nursery, it was decided to 
just have a few volunteers sign-up to be 
“on call” should there be a need. 

 

Our church gave $50 to the CROP Walk to 
have our names put on the back of the       
T-shirts. 

 

On Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018, 
Holy Communion was served to 20 people, 
and on Communion Sunday, April 1, 2018, 
Holy Communion was served to 61 people.   
The Easter Sunrise Service and the Easter 
Sunday Service were very beautiful and 
meaningful.  And, the sound of music from 
our new piano was magnificent! 

 

There is again going to be a special          
Memorial Day insert added to our          
Memorial Day Sunday service on May 27, in 
the bulletin listing the soldiers our families 
knew who gave their lives for our country – 
our friends and family.  There will be forms 
at the back of the sanctuary for the congre-
gation to use to fill in some or all of the 
following information:  the soldier’s name, 
rank, branch, war/conflict, and the rela-
tionship to the person.  The names on last 
year’s list will again be listed this year, so 
there is no need to fill out the same infor-
mation again.  However, names of any ad-
ditional soldiers may be added to be re-
membered and honored. 

 

The church clean-up day is scheduled for 
April 21, 2018. 

 

Our new Administrative Assistant, Kristi 
Eiden has been working in the office as of 
the second week of April.  Presently she is 
working Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
mornings.  It is very apparent that she will 
be a blessing to our church.  She is already 
seeking ways to care for our church, and 
she even seems to have the talent of pla-
cating our aging and somewhat tempera-
mental copy machine!   

Pastor Bruce made mention of how much 
and of how well our volunteers for office 
work from the congregation helped out 
during our time without an administrative 
assistant.  These volunteers were Carol 
Schuck, Nancy Bambacht, Cherie Ericks, 
Linda Bosma, Sherrie Anderson, John Bar-
nett, and Wanda Arbuckle.  It was declared 
that they saved the church up to $4,000.  
At a future date there will be a special 
coffee hour giving thanks and honoring 
their service to our church. 

 

Mama Rafferloni’s will be held on Saturday, 
May 5.  The cost is $7/person or $18/
family.  The two seatings are 4:45 and 6:30.  
Reservations are now being accepted.   

 

The next presbytery meeting is on June 12, 
2018, at Edwardsburg First Presbyterian 
Church.  As it will be the last presbytery 
meeting before Pastor Bruce’s retirement, 
Presbytery will formally dissolve the pasto-
ral relationship at the meeting.  Delegates 
from our church will be in attendance, and 
a member from our church will speak on 
the floor of Presbytery at that time. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 with 
prayer.  The next regular meeting will be 
May 15, 2018 at 7:00 PM at Westminster 
Hall. 



M ARCH S ES S ION N OT ES  

MARCH 2018 SESSION NOTES 

 

The March Session meeting was held on 
March 20, 2018, and opened with prayer 
by Rev. Brooks at 7:03 PM.  A quorum was 
present. 

 

Session members received their copies of 
the Official Body, Official Body Permission 
Giving, and the Official Body Readiness 
surveys to fill out for the church’s Self-
Assessment.  The paid and unpaid staff will 
receive copies of the Official Body Permis-
sion Giving and the Official Body Readiness 
surveys to fill out.  It is hoped that all the 
surveys will be completed and entered 
into the spreadsheet in the first week of 
April.  The Pastor Nominating Committee 
(PNC) will be formed soon.  The third and 
last Exit Interview, one between the pastor 
and session, was completed.  As part of 
this interview Rev. Brooks read his replies 
from his Pastor/Com Exit interview in No-
vember.   In this interview he had re-
marked that some of our church’s 
strengths are our great enthusiasm in wel-
coming folks, our completion of the many 
projects for the buildings and grounds, our 
good work in numerous missions, our 
many dedicated workers, our caring pray-
ers offered, our many caring meals shared, 
and our “easy together laughter.”  Rev. 
Brooks also said that “this congregation 
doesn’t need to be told what to do, trust 
that they know what to do.”  It was noted 
that the session, in its November Exit In-
terview with COM, had mentioned some 
of the very same items that Pastor Bruce 
had.  Also read and discussed was the Min-
isterial Practices in Relation to a Former 
Parish.  The Covenant of Closure was read 
and discussed, and was signed by Rev. 
Brooks and Session Clerk Barbara Barnett. 

 

Rev. Brooks asked, “How do we see God 
working in our congregation?” 

 

Replies were: 

* The good work of the Pastor 
and Session going through all the 
pastorate closure activities. 

 

 

* Obstacles having been removed 
so the church can move forward 
on a project in a positive,          
effective, and caring way. 

 

*Our pastor told the story 
(parable?) of how, just yesterday, 
(after only five years of having 
worked at Westminster), he was in 
the basement and happened to 
look up over an outside door to 
spot a much needed and wanted 
key hanging above.  It was decided 
that the moral might be:  Look up 
and see what God has for you. 

 

There are many church historical docu-
ments in the safety deposit box, safe, and 
elsewhere in the church and Westminster 
Hall.  It was decided that we need a Church 
Historian to sort and catalogue these items.   

 

Our total income for February was $5,738, 
and our monthly budget was $7,133. 

 

Three opportunities for our youth this sum-
mer were mentioned.  There is a youth 
mission trip to Marquette, MI from July 16, 
to July 22, to help build trails and work in 
the food pantry and thrift stores with a cost 
of $450.  Camp Greenwood is $200 for 3 
days, and $450 for one week.  IMPACT KAL-
AMAZOO, a Christian organization for Jun-
ior High and High School students that 
works to bring transformation to communi-
ties, has a choice of 2 mission weeks stay-
ing at Haven Reformed Church in Kalama-
zoo with a cost of $240 to cover food, 
housing, building/construction materials, 
and 2 shirts. 

 

Holy Communion was served to 43 people 
on Sunday, March 4, 2018.  The worship 
committee met to plan the Ash Wednes-
day, Maundy Thursday, Sunrise (7:30AM) 
and Easter services.  What people liked and 
didn’t like in the past was taken into ac-
count during the planning.  There will be a 
smaller breakfast at the Sunrise Service this 
year.   

 

 

On April 8, 2018, there will be a special 
coffee hour to honor Elizabeth Shearer for 
her many, many years of service in buying 
all the kitchen supplies to keep the kitchen 
always running smoothly. 

 

The copier will be bought out for $1 when 
the copier lease expires March 25, 2018.  
We plan to use the machine until it no 
longer is operable, and at that time will buy 
our own copier.  We hope that there will 
be a savings.   

 

Our church will supply a card from the con-
gregation thanking Clyde Springer’s daugh-
ter-in-law’s father for his military service in 
WWII that will be given to him on his re-
turn trip on the Freedom Flight from Wash-
ington DC on April 21, 2018. 

 

The next Presbytery meeting is in Edwards-
burg, June 12, 2018. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 with 
prayer.  The next meeting will be April 17, 
2018 at Westminster Hall. 

 

 



 Celebrating a birthday! 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TUES  MAY 1  
7:00pm  Boy Scouts  

WEDNES MAY 2  
3-5pm      Girl Scouts  
5:30pm          Parish Nurse meeting in Westminster 
 Andrew Parker 

THURS MAY 3  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

FRI  MAY 4  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

SAT MAY 5  
  11:00am        Memorial Service for Carol Schuck’s sister, Luana Gilbert                   
  4:45 & 6:30pm   Mama Rafferloni’s                      

SUN MAY 6     SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION   

 

                       

 

 

                        

MON MAY 7  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:15pm          Girls Scout’s 

TUES MAY 8  
6:00pm          Pre-school program 
7:00pm           Boy Scouts 

WEDNES MAY 9  
3-5pm           Girl Scouts 

THURS MAY 10  
7:00pm          Choir Rehearsal 
 Betty Burch 
 

SUN MAY 13   MOTHER’S  DAY     

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 Lorraine Barton 

MON MAY 14  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:15pm          Girl Scout’s 

TUES MAY 15  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm           Session Meeting 
7:00pm           Boy Scouts 

WEDNES MAY 16  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
 

SUN MAY 20  PENTECOST/PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bob Crissman, Clare Gildea, Mike Linders 

MON MAY 21  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
3:15pm          Girl Scout’s 

TUES MAY 22  
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm          Boy Scout’s 

WEDNES MAY 23  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 

THURS MAY 24  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

SUN MAY 27   MEMORIAL DAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest  Preacher ,  Rev.  Rober t  Bar ton  
 Max Desmond 
Par ish Nurse ' s  B lood Pressure Screen ing  

MON MAY 28  

Memoria l  Day Observances  
 Theo DeBoer, Andrew Rafferty 
 Janet Bresson 

TUES MAY 29  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
6:00pm          Cardio Drumming 
 Chuck Miller 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th :  
Communion: 
 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Peg Crissman 
Robert Rainwater, Elizabeth Shearer 
Cookies & Coffee 
John Bambacht, Marguerite Clay 
N/A 
N/A 
Team C / Nancy Rafferty (P) 

Roger Ericks 
John & Barbara Barnett 
Linda Bosma, Sherrie Anderson 
Roger Ericks, Skip Fox 
 
Alyson Cameron 

THURS MAY 17  
6:00pm  Cardio Drumming 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  

FRI  MAY 18  
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Hazel Jordyn McNally 

SAT MAY 19  

7:00am   Spr ing C lean-Up 
 Anna Jane Smith 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Nursery:  
Pre-K thru 4th:  

Clyde Springer 
Dave Krum, Jan McNally 
Jim & Rita Parker 
Clyde Springer, Marguerite Clay 
 
Linda Bosma 

Ron Gammill 
John & Barbara Barnett 
Elizabeth Shearer, Sandy Percich 
Theo DeBoer, Skip Fox 
 
Kim Maxam 

FRI  MAY 11  
9-4                 Village Garage Sale 
 Dean Krum 

SAT MAY 12  
9-3                 Village Garage Sale 
 Deb Musselman, Nolan Strake, 

Shayla Strake, Matt Musselman, 
Marion Hobaugh 

FRI  MAY 25 
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 

SAT   MAY 26  

 

WEDNES MAY 30  
3-5pm            Girl Scouts 
 Elizabeth Shearer, Candy Shearer 

FRI  MAY 31 
11:00am        Cedar Park Bible Study 



By knowing the signs and symptoms of stroke, you can take quick action and perhaps save a 

life—maybe even your own. 

Signs of Stroke in Men and Women 

Sudden numbness or weakness in the face, arm, or leg, especially on one side of the body 

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking, or difficulty understanding speech 

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes 

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance, or lack of coordination 

Sudden severe headache with no known cause 

Call 9-1-1 right away if you or someone else has any of these symptoms. 

 

Acting F.A.S.T. can help stroke patients get the treatments they desperately need. The 
stroke treatments that work best are available only if the stroke is recognized and diag-
nosed within 3 hours of the first symptoms. Stroke patients may not be eligible for these if 
they don’t arrive at the hospital in time. 

If you think someone may be having a stroke, act F.A.S.T. and do the following simple test: 

F—Face: Ask the person to smile. Does one side of the face droop? 

A—Arms: Ask the person to raise both arms. Does one arm drift downward? 

S—Speech: Ask the person to repeat a simple phrase. Is the speech slurred or strange? 

T—Time: If you see any of these signs, call 9-1-1 right away. 

Note the time when any symptoms first appear. This information helps health care provid-

ers determine the best treatment for each person. Do not drive to the hospital or let some-

one else drive you. Call an ambulance so that medical personnel can begin life-saving treat-

ment on the way to the emergency room. 

(http://www.cdc.gov/stroke/index.htm)  

MAY IS NATIONAL STROKE  
AWARENESS MONTH 

NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

MAY IS  NATIONAL ASTHMA 
AND ALLERGY AWARENESS 

MONTH 

Allergy Facts and Figures 
An allergy is when your immune system 
reacts to a foreign substance, called an 
allergen. It could be something you eat, 
inhale into your lungs, inject into your 
body or touch. This reaction could cause 
coughing, sneezing, itchy eyes, a runny 
nose and a scratchy throat. In severe cas-
es, it can cause rashes, hives, low blood 
pressure, breathing trouble, asthma 
attacks and even death. 
 

There is no cure for allergies. You can 
manage allergies with prevention and 
treatment. More Americans than ever say 
they manage allergies. It is among the 
country’s most common, but overlooked, 
diseases. 

Allergy Treatment 
Good allergy treatment is based on your 
medical history, the results of your allergy 
tests and how severe your symptoms are. 
It can include three treatment types: 
avoiding allergens, medicine options and/
or immunotherapy (allergens given as a 
shot or placed under the tongue). 

How Do I Avoid Allergens? 
The best way to prevent allergy symp-
toms and limit your need for allergy medi-
cine is to avoid your allergens as much as 
possible. This includes removing the 
source of allergens from your home and 
other places you spend time. You can also 
reduce your symptoms to airborne aller-
gens by washing out your nose daily. You 
can do this by using a nasal saline rinse 
using a squeeze bottle or a Neti pot. 

ALLERGIC EMERGENCY 

If you think you are having anaphylaxis 
(severe allergic reaction), use your self-
injectable epinephrine and call 911. 
Do not delay. Do not take antihistamines 
in place of epinephrine. Epinephrine is the 
most effective treatment for anaphylaxis. 

 
(http://www.aafa.org)  

MAY’S GUESS WHO?  

Answer: Janet Bresson 

https://www.cdc.gov/stroke/treatments.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/stroke/index.htm)
http://www.aafa.org/page/prevent-allergies.aspx
http://www.aafa.org/page/prevent-allergies.aspx
http://www.aafa.org)


We invite all from our congregation to 

submit photos from our church functions 

and ministries to appear in our monthly 

Prairie Pres newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Kristi or 

Pastor Bruce.  Please remember that 

photos of children will appear in the 

Photo Gallery only if the parents have 

submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the 

Prairie Pres to our members and 

friends.  We will be posting the Prairie 

Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) 

without the Photo Gallery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUBMISS ION DEADLINE FOR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
IS  THIRD WEDNESDAY 

ATTENZIONE! 

Mama Rafferloni's is scheduled  

for Saturday, May 5. There will be 2 

seatings available - 4:45 and 6:30. 

Cost is $7 per person or $18 for a fam-

ily group. Please make your reservation 

with Nancy Rafferty or any other dea-

con. Don't miss out on Mama's delicious 

lasagna and spaghetti!   

Our soldiers and their lives and ultimate 

sacrifice are not forgotten.    

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance for 

those who died while serving in our coun-

try’s armed forces – those who died while 

defending our nation and its values.  

(Veterans Day is a day to honor all who 

have served in the military, not just those 

who died while serving) 

This Memorial Day Sunday, May 27, 2018, 

there will once again be a special insert in 

our church bulletin honoring those soldiers 

we in the congregation knew who gave 

their lives fighting for our country – our 

family and our friends.  

There are forms in the back of the church 

you may use to write down the name(s) of 

the soldier(s) you wish to commemorate.  

The names on last year’s list will again be 

listed this year, so there is no need to fill 

out the same information again.  However, 

names of any additional soldier may be 

added to be remembered and honored.  

You may include the soldier’s military rank 

and/or branch and war/conflict if you 

know it and his/her relationship to you.      

VILLAGE GARAGE SALE  MEMORIAL DAY  

 
 
 

 

 

F r i d a y ,  M a y  1 1 t h   

a n d   

S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  1 2 t h .    

Once again we will be offering a delicious 

sloppy joe or grilled cheese lunch for only 

$5.00.  The lunch includes a sloppy joe or 

grilled cheese sandwich, pickle spear, home-

made brownie, chips and choice of pop or 

water.  Peg and Carol will be making their 

out of this world fantastic sloppy joes!  It 

doesn't get any better than that!!!  If you 

can't eat at Westminster, we can put to-

gether takeout  for you.  Bring your family 

and friends, do some shopping at the church 

garage sale then head over to Westminster 

Hall for a great lunch.  

PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

GUESS 
WHO ?  

PARISH NURSES’  
BLOOD PRESSURE  
SCREENING 
 
SUNDAY 
MAY 27 
 
 


