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PASTOR’S  MESSA GE                

Hello First Presbyterian Church.  We are excited 

about the opportunity to serve you in these  

coming months as your pastors.  It has been a 

joy to begin to get to know many of you as we 

learn names and faces.  We will be leading our 

First Session meeting on December 18,         

continuing to share in preaching/leading Sunday morning worship, 

and continued fellowship. 

One opportunity to get to know each other is by hosting you as 

guests for ‘Meals at the Manse’.  We will put out a sign-up sheet 

with the dates and spaces for you to sign up. We would like to have 

you as guests for dinner hosting about 8-10 people at a time.  To 

help out, we will ask each person/family to bring a dish to pass.  We 

will keep the meals simple.  The first three dates that we are offering 

are:  

-January 7 at 5:30 
-January 14 at 5:30 
-January 20 at 4:30 
 
Another option is for you to invite us to your homes, and we would in 

turn bring a dish to pass.  The dates that work for us are:  

-December 29 
-January 6 
-January 13 
 
We plan to begin 2019 by taking time to focus on the Old Testament 

Book of Ruth.  Ruth is not a long book, but it is an important one, 

one which speaks of hope and points us to our God, who is always 

at work in the lives of His people and in the world.   

During Lent we are planning for a series of first-person sermons, as 

we represent a number of characters who show up in God’s story as 

Jesus moves toward the cross. 

We pray that these explorations of God’s Story will help us discover 

a deep sense of belonging, as our story is indeed in His Story.  All of 

history is God’s Story, and will continue to be, until Christ returns 

and His victory final. 

Renee’ and Dan 



 

The December Session meeting was held on December 18, 2018, at 
Westminster Hall at 7:00 PM and opened with prayer.  A quorum was 
declared present. 
 

Rev. Dan Jelsma and Candidate Renee’ Jelsma were welcomed as 
our co-pastors, and the elders all introduced themselves.   There was 
a short discussion of our dreams for our church – what future we    
believe God has for us.  Some of the remarks were:  To continue to be 
a welcoming and non-judgmental church which encourages each    

other and does not have any factions or divisiveness;  to have leadership that helps us attract and serve more 
members and their families, including those members who used to attend our church;  to continue to follow    
Presbyterian doctrine, ways and traditions; and that the PNC select the pastor that God wants us to have. 
 

The Moderator asked, “How do we see God working in our congregation?” 
 

Replies were: 
 

 *The loving care and support our congregation promptly gives to each other whenever a need is recognized. 
 

 *The joyful greeting our congregation gives to each other during the Passing of the Peace every  Sunday 
 morning. 
 

 *The strength our church showed during our four months without a pastor. 
 

The 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 27, 2019.  The new class (2021) of Elders 
(Michelle Romstadt and Barbara Barnett) and Deacons (Nancy Bambacht, Nikki Hulinek, and David Krum) will be 
ordained/installed on Sunday, January 6, 2019. 
 

All clergy, Christian education workers, Parish nurses, paid and volunteer employees, Session members,        
Deacons and nursery volunteers must sign/initial the Child and Youth Protection document Sexual Abuse and 
Misconduct Policy in January.  This list will be reviewed and signed/initialed yearly, and will be updated      
throughout the year as needed. 
 

At this moment the PNC does not have a candidate for a permanent pastor, but the PNC continues to review 
PIFs and will be contacting various candidates.  The PNC continues to meet every Monday evening. 
 

The church will soon have a church debit card.  The debit card will be handled by our administrative assistant, 
Kristi Eiden.  Kristi will use it for office purchases (especially on-line), and church members may use it for church 
expenses according to the guidelines set forth in the document called Procedures for Use and Care of Debit 
Card.  The card is on a 6-month trial period. 
 

The income for November was $4,203.00 more than the budgeted income.  The expenses were $5,547.00 less 
than the budgeted amount (due to not having a full-time pastor).   
 

The Per Capita amount for 2019 is $32.26 per church member (not per church family).   
 

The 2019 Annual Budget has been generated and has been approved. 
 

Holy Communion was served to 50 people on Communion Sunday December 2, 2018.  As it is often difficult to 
hear prayer requests, the microphone will once again be taken around during this time.  The Communion         
preparer for Sunday, January 6, 2019 is Roger Ericks (team B – Sherrie Anderson, Clyde Springer, and Deb 
Musselman).   
 

The meeting adjourned with prayer at 9:30 with prayer. 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 7:00 PM at Westminster Hall. 



GUESS  WH O?  

First Presbyterian Church-Schoolcraft 

Early 1940’s Sunday School Classes 

A prayer for new beginnings 

In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany poem:  
 
... this is a time to be born.  
So we turn to you, God of our life  
God of all our years,  
God of our beginning....  
We dare pray that you will do for us  
and among us and through us  
what is needful for our newness.  
Give us the power to be receptive,  
to take the newness you give ....  
There is a time to be born, and it is now.  
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.  
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the beginning of his 
ministry, his new disciples, his first healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark 1:27). We, too, experience 
newness, now and year-round. But newness can be tough. So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things new” while 
banishing “mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us in this new year — and always. 

 
*used with permission: NewsletterNewsletter.com/Acct. 



 

How does one begin to say goodbye? 

As most of you are aware, Brian and I have made the bittersweet decision to 
relocate to the southern US.  As so many other retirees before us, we       
decided that not only would it be nice to live closer to family, but also to 
leave the cold, snowy winters of Michigan behind.  Finding a suitable      
location, near family was our primary desire.  We were fortunate to find a 
house in a tiny town (population six hundred something), where several of our relatives live.  In fact, we purchased our 
house from an uncle and aunt.  It is a great house, that we instantly fell in love with.  It was built in the early nineteen       
hundreds and has all the charm and character of homes built in that era.  Although it is merely the shell of the home that it 
was originally, we are so eager and excited to restore it to its former glory and make it our own! 

The town in Littleton, North Carolina and it has always held a special place in the hearts of my family.  My dad’s family 
moved to this town in the nineteen fifties, where my Grandfather was the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.  It will be 
wonderful to have the opportunity to attend this church, that was the center of my dad’s family, so many years ago. 

We are looking forward to this new stage of our lives.  Before beginning this new chapter, it is nice to reflect on the past.  
When we began worshipping with you, we were a newly blended family.  Our children were in elementary and middle 
school.  While they did not live with us full time, they enjoyed attending Sunday school on the weekends spent with us. 

Throughout these years, they participated in Christmas pageants, attend Camp Greenwood (thanks to church scholarships), 
and later served as counselors, participated in a mission trip to West Virginia, assisted with VBS, participated in various  
capacities with worship services, and even sang in the choir.  We celebrated high school graduations with you, at            
Westminster. 

We have enjoyed picnics and baseball games, tailgate gatherings, spaghetti dinners, bible study, assisted with renovations, 
helped construct holiday items for fund raising, baked cookies, and cakes for numerous occasions.  We have taught Sunday 
school, served on committees.  We have seen ministers retire and welcomed new ones.  We have seen families mourn the 
loss of loved ones, while other families have joyfully welcomed new members. 

Over the years, we have witnessed many changes in the church and its faithful members.  We wish to convey how very 
much, we will miss you all.  FPC and its members have helped provide our family with the spiritual nourishment that we 
desired.  We will not forget your faces and the infinite kindness that you have shown us. 

You have faithfully influenced our lives in so many ways!  We pray that FPC will continue to grow and evolve.  We will 
continue to pray for the future of the church and its beloved members. 

While we are sad to leave you (our church family) behind, we are looking forward to continuing our journey of faith in    
Littleton. 

With eternal love and gratitude, 

Teresa and Brian Maxam 

 

Front Row (L – R)  1-Bonnie Peterson, 3-Judy Pomeroy Linders, 4-John Kiel,  

6- Tom Parker, 7- Pat Hoyt 
 

Middle Row (L-R)  3-Harriett Swartz, 5-Dixie Kiel, 6-Joan Kiel (York), 12- Charles Sweet 
 

Back Row (L-R)  1-Doris Lockwood, 2-Phyllis Peterson, 3-Nancy Swartz Rafferty,   4-Janet Southworth Parker, 
7-Pat Peterson, 8-Wanda Shearer Stuck  



 

 
  
 
 

TUES JAN 1 Happy New Year !  

THURS DEC 27  

7:00 pm  Cho ir  

FRI  JAN 4  

FRI  DEC 14  
11:00am         Cedar Park Bible Study 
 Sherrie Anderson 

SUN JANUARY 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

MON JAN 7  
8:00am   Men’s Breakfast 
5:30pm           Girl Scouts / Westminster Lower Level 
7:00pm           Boy Scouts Pack 254 / Westminster Lower Level 
 Amy Desmond, Monroe Musselman 

WED JAN 9  
3:15pm           Daisies Troop 80826 / Westminster Main Level 

THURS JAN 10  

7:00 pm  Cho ir  
 Nikki Hulinek 

SUN JANUARY 13  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Parish Nurse’s Blood Pressure Screenings 

MON JAN 14  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
5:30pm          Girl Scouts / Westminster Lower Level 
7:00pm          Boy Scouts Pack 254 / Westminster Lower Level 
 Wyatt Bosma, Todd Knudsen 

TUES JAN 15  
7:00pm           Session Meeting 

WED JAN 16  
3:15pm          Daisies Troop 80826 / Westminster Main Level 

THURS JAN 17                                                         
7:00 pm  Cho ir  

FRI  JAN 18  
11:00am         Cedar Park Bible Study 
 

SUN JANUARY 20  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MON JAN 21  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
5:30pm          Girl Scouts / Westminster Lower Level 
7:00pm          Boy Scouts Pack 254 / Westminster Lower Level 

WED JAN 23  
3:15pm          Daisies Troop 80826 / Westminster Main Level 
 Mike McNally 

THURS JAN 24                                                         
7:00 pm  Cho ir  
 Mackenzie Crissman 

SUN JANUARY 27  

 

MON JAN 28  
8:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
5:30pm          Girl Scouts / Westminster Lower Level 
7:00pm          Boy Scouts Pack 254 / Westminster Lower Level 

WED JAN 30  
3:15pm          Daisies Troop 80826 / Westminster Main Level 

THURS JAN 30                                                         
7:00 pm  Cho ir  
 Susan Knudsen 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:   
Sunday School:  
Communion: 
 
Nursery: 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:  
Sunday School: 
Nursery: 

Toni Rafferty 
Marguerite Clay, Chuck Miller 
Dave Krum, Jan McNally 
Roger Ericks, Clyde Springer 
 
Team B: Roger Ericks(P), Sherrie Ander-
son, Clyde Springer, Deb Musselman 
Michelle Romstadt 

Sherrie Anderson 
Dick Anderson, Robert Rainwater 
Elizabeth Shearer, Toni Rafferty 
Skip Fox, Marguerite Clay 
 
Candy Shearer 

Dave Krum 
Candy Shearer, Toni Rafferty 
Peg Crissman, Janet Bresson 
Barbara Barnett, Michelle Romstadt 
 
Marguerite Clay 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:  
Sunday School: 
Nursery: 

 Celebrating a birthday! 

SAT JAN 12 
 Shelly Fox 
 Maria Rodriguez 

Liturgist:  
Usher/Greeter:  
Coffee Hour:  
Counters:  
Sunday School: 
Nursery: 

Judy Linders 
Eric & Darcy Bolles 
Cookies & Coffee 
Skip Fox, Roger Ericks 
 
Toni Rafferty 

FRI  JAN 11  
 Julie Staffen 

SAT JAN 19  
 Erin Boedeker 
 Jennifer Crissman 

P R A I R I E  P R E S  C A L E N D A R  I N S E R T  

JANUARY 2019  



NEWS FOR YOU 

FROM Par ish Nurse  Sherr ie Anderson  

JANUARY IS  GLAUCOMA 
AWARENESS MONTH 

JANUARY IS  THYROID  
AWARENESS MONTH 

 
The thyroid gland is a small, butterfly-shaped gland located in the base of 
the neck just below the Adam's apple. Although relatively small, the thyroid 
gland plays a huge role in our body, influencing the function of many of the 
body’s most important organs, including the heart, brain, liver, kidneys and 
skin. Ensuring that the thyroid gland is healthy and functioning properly is 

vitally important to the body's overall well-being. 

 
When outside influences such as disease, damage to the thyroid or certain 
medicines break down communication, your thyroid might not produce 
enough hormone. This would slow down all of your body’s functions, a       
condition known as hypothyroidism or underactive thyroid. Your thyroid 
could also produce too much hormone sending your systems into overdrive, a 
condition known as hyperthyroidism or overactive thyroid. These two      

conditions are most often features of an underlying thyroid disease. 

How do you know if you have a thyroid problem? 

First, you must understand how to recognize the symptoms and risk factors of 
thyroid disease. Since many symptoms may be hidden or mimic other       
diseases and conditions, the best way to know for sure is to ask your doctor 
for a TSH (thyroid-stimulating hormone) test, a simple blood test to verify 
your thyroid gland’s condition. Also, take a minute and perform a self Neck 
Check. And because thyroid disease often runs in families, examinations of 
your family members and a review of their medical histories may reveal 

other individuals with thyroid problems. 

http://www.thyroidawareness.com  

 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE  

SCREENING 

S U N D A Y   

J A N U A R Y  

2 0  

Help raise awareness 
about glaucoma 

Glaucoma often has no symptoms. 
In fact, half of all people with 
glaucoma don’t know they have it, 
and if it’s not detected and treat-
ed, they can lose their sight. That’s 
why it is so important to reach 
those at higher risk for glaucoma: 
African Americans age 40 and old-
er; everyone over age 60, espe-
cially Hispanics/Latinos; and any-
one with a family history 

of glaucoma. 

The NEHEP Glaucoma Education 
Program is designed to help you 
raise awareness about glaucoma 
among the people you serve. Our 
educational resources are designed 
to communicate the following mes-
sages that can help prevent vision 

loss in people at higher risk: 

 Glaucoma often has no ear-

ly symptoms. 

 People at higher risk need a 

comprehensive dilated eye exami-

nation every 1–2 years. 

Early detection, treatment, and fol-
low-up care are key to preventing 

vision loss and blindness. 

Glaucoma is a leading cause of 

vision loss and blindness in the Unit-

ed States. People often are una-

ware that glaucoma has no symp-

toms in its early stages.  

http://thyroidawareness.com/neck-check
http://thyroidawareness.com/neck-check
http://www.thyroidawareness.com


PHOT O GALLER Y  

Coffee Hour Welcome 

for the Jelsmas 

2018 Children’s 

Christmas Program 



PHOTO GALLERY INVITATION 

We invite all from our congregation to submit photos from our church functions and ministries to appear in our monthly Prairie Pres 

newsletters.  

Photos may be submitted to Kristi in the church office.  Please remember that photos of children will appear in the Photo Gallery only if the 

parents have submitted a Picture Release form.   

All photos will only be sent out in the Prairie Pres to our members and friends.  We will be posting the Prairie Pres on our Website at

(www.schoolcraftfirst.wordpress.com) without the Photo Gallery. 

ANN OUN CEME N TS  

Per Capita 

We start a new year and our Per Capita is once 
again due.  This year the per capita amount for 
each individual member is $32.20.  The per capita 
amount requested from a congregation is a com-

bined total of requests from that congregation’s presbytery (our  
presbytery is the Presbytery of Lake Michigan), the synod in which 
the presbytery is located (our synod is the Synod of the Covenant 
in Maumee, OH), and the General Assembly  (located in Louisville, 
KY) – based on their respective budgets for the coming year(s).  
When giving your Per Capita donation, be sure to make a notation 
that it is for Per Capita. 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 

“Fat Tuesday on a Saturday” 

An evening of games and a        

potluck.  More details coming 

soon. 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class 

memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible-Psalm 23.  She gave 

the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. 

Little Rick was excited about the task-but he just couldn’t remember the 

Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. 

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the 

congregation, Ricky was so nervous.  When it was his turn, he stepped up to 

the microphone and said proudly, “The Lord is my Shepherd, and that’s all I 

need to know.” 


